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Compromise in the Creation of Canyonlands National Park

The creation of Canyonlands National Park was not easy. People had many different ideas about what would be best. Use this chart to
gather information from the archive about the different people and groups who voiced their opinion about the park. Use information

from the archive to fill in the second column.

Then read about the creation of the park in the Background page. Complete the third and fourth columns based on the outcome. Then
use the evidence you collected in all three columns to answer the question: Did the compromises used to create Canyonlands National

Park meet the needs of all interested groups?

Who was the person or group
that was discussed?

What did they say were their
interests?

What did they get in the final
compromise?

What did they give up in the
final compromise?

Wallace Bennett, a Utah
Republican Senator, allied with
other Utah officials, including
George D. Clyde

(Doc 1,2,3,4)

Frank Moss, a Utah Democratic
Senator
(Doc 2,9, 10)

Devereux Butcher and the
National Wildland News and
Spencer M. Smith Secretary of
the Citizens Committee on
Natural Resources (Doc 5, 6)

Charles Hardy Redd and the
Utah Cattlemen’s Assoc. and
Kenneth Summers, San Juan
County Commissioner

(Doc 7, 8)




George Hartzog and the
National Park Service
(Doc 11)

D. James Cannon, Utah State
Tourist and Publicity Council,
and Kent Frost owner of
Canyonland Tours,
Canyonlands Highway Assoc.
(Doc 12, 13, 14, 15)

Stewart L. Udall, US Secretary
of the Interior

(Doc 16, 17, 18)

Read the “Background” to find out what finally happened when Canyonlands National Park was created. Did the compromises used to
create Canyonlands National Park meet the needs of all interested groups? Which groups benefitted the most? Which groups
benefitted the least? Use the evidence that you collected to explain your conclusions.




