
Instructions: In this activity, you will practice the skill of summarizing. Your teacher will give you access to a mini archive of 
documents about the treatment of immigrants working on the Transcontinental Railroad in Utah. Choose three sources about 
Chinese immigrants and three sources about Irish immigrants. After reading each source, fill out a row on the chart, answering the 
questions for each source you chose.  
 

Document Title  Which group of 
immigrant workers 
is represented in 
this source? Circle 
the correct one 

In 2-3 sentences, what is the main idea 
of the source?  
 
Hint: include information about wages, 
people’s opinion about the workers, 
unfair or inhumane treatment, etc. 

On a scale of 1-4, how credible is the 
source? In 2-3 sentences, explain what 
details add to or take away from the 
credibility. 
Hint: look for racial stereotypes or biases 
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1.​ In 1-2 sentences, how was the treatment of Chinese and Irish railroad workers similar? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2.​ In 1-2 sentences, how was the treatment of Chinese and Irish railroad workers different? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.​ Using evidence from the sources, explain why the two different groups of immigrants were treated differently? 
 
 
 
 
 

4.​ How did racism and stereotypes about immigrants affect communities in Utah?  


