Immigrant Labor on Transcontinental Railroad Lesson Plan

Date:

Grade: 7th

Duration: 1-2 classes

State Standards

UT Standard 2.5:

Students will construct an evidence-based argument to explain how the development of

transportation and communication networks across the state changed Utah's economy

and human geography.

Objectives

- Students can identify the two major immigrant groups who worked on the

transcontinental railroad

- Students can analyze biases and racial stereotypes within historical documents

Materials

- Student Graphic Organizer

Plan Specifics/Notes
Bell Ringer Answer the question: How If students have already been
would your life change if you | taught about the
had to ride a wagon transcontinental railroad, the
everywhere instead of driving | bell ringer can be a recall
a car? activity instead, asking them
to remember what it is.
Developing Background Use the background Make sure that students
Information information tab on the understand the definitions of

website to introduce the
transcontinental railroad and
the major immigrant labor
forces on each railroad line.

racism and stereotype as
defined in the lesson. Many
of the documents portray
negative racial stereotypes, so



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Os-cMgiu4gWux0vpG5bM7D8R0xJGcpSDOYqg3Ly7HM8/edit?tab=t.0

students should understand
that these are incorrect and
immoral views.

Primary Source Activity

Model how to use historical
literacy skills by reading one
of the sources and filling out
the graphic organizer together
as a class. After, students will
individually choose 5 more
sources to analyze.

Students can work
individually or in groups for
this activity. If they work in
groups, be sure that the
conversation is appropriate
when discussing the
stereotypes portrayed in the
documents.

Think/Pair/Share Students will take time to Students should include
answer the four questions evidence from the sources to
beneath the graphic organizer. | explain why the Irish and
After they have answered the | Chinese were treated
questions, hold a class differently. The biggest
discussion around the reason was because the Irish
question, “Why were the were seen as white, whereas
Chinese and Irish immigrant | the Chinese were not. Thus,
workers treated differently?” | the Chinese were paid less.

Debrief and Action Plan As a class, discuss the The Ah Sing source has the

harmful effects of racism in
Utah during this time.
Students should use evidence
from the sources to support
their answers.

clearest negative impacts; he
was lynched in Corinne
county as a result of racism
toward immigrant laborers.

Assessment of Student Learning: Teachers will read student responses to the graphic
organizer and questions to gauge student understanding. Pay special attention to the last box on
the graphic organizer about credibility and bias; students should observe that many of the
sources are not fully credible because of their negative bias against the immigrant workers. If
students fail to grasp this concept, be sure to review with them during the next class period.




