
1880 Utah Census Report 
 

Source: Every ten years, each state in the U.S. counts how many people are living there and 
includes certain demographic details like race and ethnicity. This table from the 1880 Census 
Report in Utah shows the number of Irish and Chinese immigrants in the state, as well as the 
counties they were living in.  
 

 
Irish living in Utah: 407 in total, all were evenly dispersed throughout every county  
 
Chinese living in Utah: 446 in total, 403 were living in Box Elder county, the other 43 lived in 3 
other counties, for a total of 4 counties. 
 
 
Source: The Peoples of Utah, a history book written to include the history of Utah’s major 
immigrant groups within the state. The following excerpt was from the chapter on the Pioneer 
Chinese of Utah, written by Don C. Conley.  

Promontory became the gateway for most Chinese coming into Utah in frontier times. Between 
1870 and 1880 the greatest population of Chinese in the state lived within the boundaries of Box 
Elder County, employed almost entirely as section hands on the railroad. 
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