
Francis J. Grund (Modified) 

Source: Francis J. Grund was an Austrian-born American journalist who wrote a tract titled The 
Americans in their moral, social, and political relations in 1837. The following excerpt is from 
that tract, and describes his feelings toward the Irish immigrants living in America. 

The Irish are very generous people, but they are satisfied with having enough for the moment, 
which they are always willing to share with each other, instead of planning and preparing for the 
future. Since they live only for the present moment, they are happy to dig canals and build 
railroads, but don’t have enough intelligence to start farms. If they farmed, they would become 
independent and respectable people, which they are not right now.  



Francis J. Grund (Original) 

Possessing naturally great generosity of character, they are satisfied with acquiring what is 
necessary for the present, which they are always ready to share with each other, without 
prudently heeding the future. While they are thus content to be hired in large bodies to dig canals 
or construct railroads, they neglect the more useful cultivation of the soil, which would, at once, 
make them independent and respectable.  
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