
James Silk Buckingham (Modified) 
 

Source: James Silk Buckingham was a British author and traveler who wrote about his 
experiences in various countries. He visited the site of an Irish work camp in 1840 and saw a 
lack of cleanliness, which formed his racist belief toward Irish immigrants. He wrote the 
following excerpt about his experience. 
 

The Irish only needed to put in a little effort to keep themselves clean, because water was close 
by and soap was cheaper than in England. It is no wonder that Americans have a very low 
opinion of the Irish people when the only Irishmen they see are filthy, crude, and drunken.



James Silk Buckingham (Original)  
 

It required only a little industry to preserve both in a state of cleanliness, for water was . . . close 
at hand, and soap abundant and cheaper than in England. It is not to be wondered that Americans 
conceive a very low estimate of the Irish people generally, when they have such unfavorable 
specimens of the nation, as these almost constantly before their eyes.  

Source: The eastern and western states of America, Volume 3, James Silk Buckingham, 1842, as 
found in: Dearinger, Ryan. The Filth of Progress : Immigrants, Americans, and the Building of 
Canals and Railroads in the West, 62, University of California Press, 2015. ProQuest Ebook 
Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/byu/detail.action?docID=2025606.  
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