Charles Crocker (Modified)

Source: Charles Crocker was the chief of construction for the Central Pacific Railroad. He was
largely the reason that the railroad started hiring Chinese workers because he believed in their
work capacity. In the excerpt below, he explains to one of the railroad’s investors how the
Chinese labor was working. Written in February, 1867.

“We cannot tell Chinamen apart by names very well... we have to give them their pay through
one head manager, because their names are in a different language. You understand the difficulty.
It is not done in that way because they are slaves...Each white man costs us in board and wages
$2.50 every 8 hours, but Chinamen cost us $1.19 every 8 hours, and they drill nearly as fast...we
have had a chance to compare the skills of our Chinese laborers and Irish miners (who are
deemed the best underground workers in the world), and the Chinese beat them completely, day
in and day out. We have a large force of well-trained Chinese tunnel workers, and they can’t be
beat. They cost only about half of what white men, such as the Irish, cost, and are more
consistent in labor, and more peaceable. They do not get drunk and get into fights, but instead
can be relied upon for steady work.”



Charles Crocker (Original)

We cannot distinguish Chinamen by names very well... we cannot keep their names in the usual
way, because it is a different language. You understand the difficulty. It is not done in that way
because they are slaves...Each white man costs us in board and wages $2 1/2 each 8 hours, but
Chinamen cost us $1.19 each 8 hours, and they drill nearly as fast...we have had a chance to
compass the merits of our Chinese laborers and Cornish miners, who are deemed the best
underground workers in the world, and the Chinese beat them right straight all along, day in and
day out. We have a large force of well trained Chinese tunnel workers, and they can’t be beat.
They cost only about half what white men do, and are more regular in labor, and more peaceable.
They are not men who get drunk and pick up rows, but can be relied upon for steady work.

Source: Karuka, Manu. Empire’s Tracks: Indigenous Nations, Chinese Workers, and the
Transcontinental Railroad. 1st ed., 90-93. University of California Press, 2019.
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