
Ah Sing’s Murder (Modified) 
 

Source: A Chinese man named Ah Sing was suspected of committing a murder in Corinne, Utah, 
where many Chinese workers chose to live after the completion of the railroad. In his trial, Ah 
Sing said that he did not commit the murder, but the court translator misunderstood him and 
announced that he confessed to the crime. A newspaper called the Utah Mining Gazette 
published the following article in their newspaper on April 18, 1874, about the trial and the 
events that followed. 

The Chinese man who was arrested on Monday in Corinne, upon suspicion of having been 
involved in the murder of Bornstein the day before, was proven beyond all doubt to have killed 
him unaided and alone. When the officers were taking the prisoner to Bingham City for safe 
keeping, many citizens joined together and took the prisoner from the police, marched him down 
to the railroad bridge, and hung him to death from the bridge. The detective who was brought 
from Denver to be the Chinese interpreter encouraged this lynching to happen, and it was a great 
outcome for himself [the detective] and the community. Public anger is satisfied, quietness 
prevails again and the people are happy to feel that they have saved the city from a murderer.



Ah Sing’s Murder (Original)  

The Chinaman arrested on Monday, the 6th instant, at Corinne, upon suspicion of having been 
implicated in the murder of Bornstein, which occurred on the 5th instant was proven beyond all 
doubt to have committed the deed unaided and alone. At two o'clock on Tuesday while the 
officers were endeavoring to take the prisoner to Bingham City for safe keeping, the citizens en 
masse took him from them and marched him down to the railroad bridge one mile east of town 
and hung him from the trestle work. Thayer, a detective and Chinese interpreter who was called 
from Denver especially to work the case up brought about this end with great credit to himself 
and the community. Public wrath is appeased, quietness prevails again and the people are happy 
to feel they have rid the city of a murderer who has killed two or three men before and is now 
known to have been one of the worst Chinese characters in this country. 
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