Joe Hill and Labor Unions: Additional Sources

Letters to Governor Spry:

Anti Capital Punishment Society of America Letter
September 14, 1915

A letter to Governor Spry asking him to grant Hill clemency. They used both arguments
against capital punishment and arguments about Hill’s questionable guilt.

Governor Spry’s Form Letter
1915
Letters like this one were sent to many people who wrote to Governor William Spry to

criticize the state's handling of Joe Hill's case (like an auto-response).

Orderville Co-op Letter

November 23, 1915

A letter from Edward Carroll, apparently a shopkeeper in Orderville, UT, to Governor
Spry. He congratulated him for his firm stand against Joe Hill in the trial.

William Pinkerton Letter

November 20, 1915

Pinkerton, the head of a famous detective agency, sent this letter to Governor Spry the
day after Joe Hill was executed. Pinkerton had visited Salt Lake City because Governor
Spry had been receiving threats.

Newspaper articles (published in Utah around the time of Joe Hill’s trial and execution):

“Six Women Carry Hillstrom Casket”
November 22, 1915

This Salt Lake Telegram article describes IWW presence at Hill’s funeral and lists Hilda
Erickson as one of his pallbearers.

“Hillstrom’s Record Bad in California”

October 18, 1915

This Salt Lake Tribune article examines a time Hill was arrested in California after a car
robbery but then released due to lack of evidence.
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