
2015: Joe Hill Murals in Salt Lake City 
 

One union in Salt Lake City decided to put up a mural of Joe Hill. Two of its members, Josh and 
Heidi Belka, painted it without sharing their ideas first. It had a picture of Hill surrounded by 
some of his song lyrics, plus some phrases like “Fire Your Boss” and “Murdered by the 
Capitalist Class.” 
 

 
The original mural on the union building 
 

Then someone (probably another member from the same union) painted over the mural with an 
American flag. The union president said that he didn’t know who did it, but that he had worried 
that the original mural sent the wrong message. The Belkas later painted a new version of the 
mural on another building.  
 

 
 

The Belkas next to the first mural after it 
was painted over  

The new mural 
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