
2015: “A century of grief: The family of John G. Morrison,” and “The Morrison family: A 
century of pain,” The Salt Lake Tribune 
 
The people interviewed in this video are descendents of shopkeeper John G. Morrison and his 
son John Arlington Morrison, who were both murdered. The video shows how their family  
remembers the murders (and the trial of Joe Hill). Scan the QR code or follow the link to watch. 
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Link to the video: A century of grief: The family of John G. Morrison 

 
The reporters also wrote an article about the Morrisons. Here are some quotes [changed for 
easier reading]: 

Merlin Morrison, who witnessed the murders at age 13, said: "I am sure that the men didn't mean 
to rob the store, because one of them said as he rushed in: ‘We've got you now!' And then he 
fired. It must have been revenge." John Morrison had been confronted by gunmen three times 
before. After the last attack, John told a reporter that the attackers wanted to kill him. He and 
Arling were killed four months later. 

The surviving Morrison children shared an unshakable belief that Hill murdered John and Arling. 
"There was no forgiveness for Joe Hill whatsoever," Merlin’s son said. He said that Merlin didn't 
just "believe" Hill was guilty, he "knew" — "because he had seen Joe Hill before when [he and 
other IWWs] came into the store and demanded that two men be hired that were union. And in 
the conversation they told John G., ‘If you don't, you'll be sorry.'" 

The young Merlin never told that story to police or in court. It appears to be an encounter he 
began describing later in life. The Morrisons' small, family-owned store would not have been a 
typical target for the IWW, which aimed its organizing efforts at larger industries. 

 

Link to the article: https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/morrisons.html  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WO3VfxGISkQ
https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/morrisons.html

