
Helen Keller, 1915: Letter to Governor Spry 
 

This letter was sent to Governor Spry by Helen Keller, an American author and disability rights 
activist who was both deaf and blind. At the time of Joe Hill’s trial, Keller was 35 years old, 
likely lived in New York, and was a member of the Socialist Party of America.  
 
 

William Spry, Governor of Utah. 
 

I implore your Excellency, in the name of the Saviour of men, to stay [stop] the execution of 

Joseph Hillstrom. Remember that what we do unto the least of His brothers we do unto Him. Out 

of my weakness I beseech [ask] you to lift your strong arm in defence of a helpless man who, I 

believe, is being unjustly sent to a horrible death. Thousands of intelligent people believe 

Hillstrom is innocent. I shall feel doubly deaf and blind if I learn tomorrow that this young singer 

has been taken from us while there is widespread doubt of his guilt.  

(Written above crossed-out part:) You alone can save him now.  
 

Helen Keller 
 

 
 
Link: Transcript for telegram from Helen Keller to Governor William Spry of Utah asking for a 
stay of exec... 1915 
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