David O. McKay and Governor William Spry: Letters about the Joe Hill Case

These letters are between Governor William Spry and David O. McKay, then an apostle in The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. [Both letters changed for easier reading.]

This is the letter from Elder McKay to the governor (Sept. 30, 1915):

Dear Governor Spry:

I must express to you my appreciation of the strong, dignified, and just attitude you kept during
the notorious Hillstrom case.

I haven't seen you since last March, but I am not going to let the fact that you ignored my plea on
that occasion blind me to your virtues as a man and as chief Executive of our state.

In your determination to maintain the majesty of the law, and to defend, at all hazards, the cause
of Justice, as you have done in this case, you deserve the hearty approval and the admiration of
all law-abiding people.

Sincerely, your old friend and brother,
David O. McKay.

This is the governors response (Oct. 6, 1915):

Dear Mr. McKay:

I received your letter and humbly express my appreciation for your thoughts about what State
officials did in the Hillstrom case. While we have been bombarded with the most awful and
vicious threats, all we want to do is to make sure that justice wins and that law and order do not
get overthrown in this State.

It is good to know that we have the support of the people, and I wish again to express my
personal appreciation of your kindness.

Link to picture of the original letters:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tcC-VsKZ2DdZMHXOQi1LK72cUo0J3 Vtsgpz/view?usp=sharing
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