May 6, 1915: “Says Hill is Not Guilty,” Salt Lake Herald-Republican

This article from a local newspaper talks about what one IWW leader, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn,
said about Joe Hill. [Changed for easier reading.]

“People of Salt Lake do not believe that Joe Hill is guilty of murder,” declared Miss Elizabeth
Gurley Flynn in her speech last night.

“He is not in the county jail here because he is a murderer. Were it not for the IWW songs and
songbooks, it might not have been known that Joe Hill is an IWW. It is because he is an IWW
that he is here under sentence of death. It is hoped [by the authorities] that in this way members
of the organization will be intimidated and the organization crushed.”

This was one of the outbursts of Miss Flynn which was applauded last night by the 100 or more
men and women present. Miss Flynn is an organizer, lecturer and writer for the IWW from New
York. She was prominent in the “free speech” fight in Spokane in 1907 and in the strike troubles
in Massachusetts and New Jersey.
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