
 

January 15, 1914: “Youth Partially Identifies Hill,” The Salt Lake Tribune 
 
Merlin, the younger Morrison son who witnessed the murders, visited Joe Hill in jail to see if he 
recognized him. This article from a local newspaper is about what Merlin reportedly said after 
the visit. [Changed slightly for easier reading, but the quote from Merlin is the original text.] 
 

Joe Hill is being held in the county jail for the murder of John G. Morrison and his son, John 

Arling Morrison. He somewhat resembles the man whom Merlin Morrison says he saw murder 

his father and brother Saturday night. After his visit to the county jail yesterday, Merlin said: 

 

“Hill is about the same size and height as one of the men who entered my father’s store Saturday 

night. As the light was dim I could not get a lasting impression of the man’s features, but Hill 

appears to be very much the same build as the man who entered the store first and whom I saw 

murder my father. After my father had fallen and the murderers saw that my brother intended to 

fire in return the man whom I think resembles Hill crouched behind the end of the counter and 

shot my brother." 
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