
October 30, 1918: “Homes of Victim to Be Placarded,” Salt Lake Tribune 
 
The Salt Lake Tribune is a local newspaper in Salt Lake City, UT. A placard is a sign or label. 
[Changed for easier reading.] 
 
All homes in Salt Lake and Utah where someone has influenza must put out a placard with the 
word "Influenza" in large letters. This order was given by Dr. T. E. Beatty, the state health 
commissioner. If someone in a family has influenza, everyone in the household must wear 
masks. The influenza epidemic has not changed much. 
 
Dr. Beatty said that if one person gets sick, it is likely that others in the family will also get sick. 
He said, "No one should enter a house where someone has influenza if they don’t have to. If they 
do, they must wear a mask and follow safety rules." He warned that if these rules aren’t 
followed, the whole family might have to be quarantined. 

 
There were troubling reports that some people have been leaving their sick family members 
because they were afraid of catching the disease. One nurse talked to a mother who wouldn't take 
care of her own daughter. In other cases, family members don’t take good care of the sick person 
because they are too scared. These people need to understand that they are safe if they wear 
masks, wash their hands well, and boil the dishes used by the sick person. 

 
Yesterday, the city’s supply of Rosenau vaccine ran out by noon. About 1,200 people had 
received the vaccine by then, and more people were vaccinated by doctors in the city. It is not 
clear when more vaccines will arrive from the East. The vaccine made in the city laboratory is 
not ready yet. 

 
Statistics show that most people who have died from influenza in Salt Lake City are between 18 
and 40 years old. Only about 12 of the 117 deaths were children under 12, and about 10 were 
people over 30 years old. 

 
Eight men were arrested for meeting up to play cards because of the state health order that bans 
gatherings. They were released after promising to go to court. 

 
Link: https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/ark:/87278/s6tm8nj7  

https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/ark:/87278/s6tm8nj7

