October 17, 1918: “Fort Douglas is Now Quarantined,” Salt Lake Tribune

The Salt Lake Tribune is a local newspaper in Salt Lake City. Fort Douglas was a small military
fort that used to be near Salt Lake. [Changed for easier reading.]

Fort Douglas is under military quarantine. The post commander sent out the quarantine order
yesterday afternoon to limit the spread of influenza.

There are guards on duty to enforce the quarantine. Guards will stop people who do not have
proper authority to enter or leave the post. The general public cannot go to the post except on
special business, so it is useless for people to go to the fort’s entrances expecting to get in. Unless
they have special business, they will be stopped and turned back. The order also applies to the
soldiers working at the post. They are not allowed to leave during this emergency time unless
they have business outside the post (or live in the city), in which case they will have official
passes to show that they are allowed to leave and come back.

This is what the quarantine order says:

1. Starting today, the entire post is under quarantine.

2. No visitors will be allowed. Only people who have official business will be allowed
inside.

3. Commanders must ensure that the men obey this order as much as possible.

4. Necessary travel like delivery wagons, government vehicles, and other transportation
will be allowed into the post, but they must limit their trips to as few as possible.

5. Guards will only let people with official passes inside the post.

6. Relatives or nearest friends of very sick patients will be allowed to visit them in the
fort hospital.

According to an inspector, the hospital at Fort Douglas has the best possible facilities for
handling influenza infections among the troops. The large buildings and fresh air at the hospital
are good for the patients. The inspector said, “There is plenty of room to give all of the sick
people space and air, and this is the most effective way to fight the disease.” He thinks that the
epidemic here will probably be over within two or three weeks.
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