
October 17, 1918: “Flu Nurses are Greatly in Demand,” Salt Lake Telegram 
 
The Salt Lake Telegram was a local newspaper in Salt Lake City, UT. During WWI, the Red 
Cross collected nuts and fruit pits, which would be sent to the government and turned into 
charcoal. The strong charcoal from the pits was used for gas masks. [Changed for easier 
reading.] 
 
Washington DC has told our local Red Cross chapter to find every trained nurse in the county 
that could help in the war effort, but that effort will have to wait until the influenza epidemic has 
calmed down. Our Red Cross manager believes that a life-and-death situation like the epidemic 
should be our priority. There is a great shortage of nurses to handle the cases of influenza 
developing hourly, and all women with any nursing experience are urged to register to help. 
 
The Red Cross here is the main center for the whole intermountain region. Red Cross chapters or 
schools that have been collecting fruit pits are urged to send them to the Salt Lake Red Cross 
right away. 
 
Link: 
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=18629716&q=flu+nurses+are+greatly+in+demand&s
ort=rel  
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