
October 12, 1918: “‘Flu’ is Responsible for Postponement of Nearly Twenty Football 
Games,” Salt Lake Tribune 
 
The Salt Lake Tribune is a local newspaper in Salt Lake City, UT. [Changed for easier reading.] 
 
Already staggering under military regulations, mid-western football was dealt another blow 
tonight. Many colleges and universities canceled tomorrow’s football games because of the 
epidemic of Spanish influenza. Nearly twenty of the thirty-or-so games scheduled for tomorrow 
were called off. Some of the games were canceled because players had small colds; others were 
canceled because not very many people would have come to watch them during the epidemic. 
Some were canceled just out of fear that crowds would spread the disease (despite the fresh air). 
Some may consider football games to be the kind of “public gatherings” banned by the board of 
health during the influenza epidemic. Six of the ten teams in the western conference, however, 
will go ahead with their games. 
 
Link: https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/ark:/87278/s622455n/14917099 
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