
“Public Safety Requirement.  No shot is scheduled in Nevada until a determination has been 
made that its firing will be acceptable under established criteria for offsite radioactive fall-out.  
Because height of the detonation above ground level is a determining factor in nearby off-site 
fallout, a device that because of yield might not be acceptable if fired from a 300-foot tower 
might be scheduled atop a 500-foot tower or in a balloon cab.  In a surface or shallow 
underground shot, a device of very limited yield is required so offsite fallout may be held within 
fully acceptable limits.” 
 
Pulled from Background Information on Nevada Nuclear Tests, 1957; page 13-14. 
 


