
 
Radiation Exposure Compensation Act (RECA) 1990. [More information can be 
found at https://www.justice.gov/civil/common/reca.] 
 
 

The United States conducted nearly 200 atmospheric nuclear weapons 
development tests from 1945 to 1962. Essential to the nation’s nuclear weapons 
development was uranium mining and processing, which was carried out by tens of 
thousands of workers. Following the tests’[end] in 1962 many of these workers 
filed class action lawsuits alleging exposure to known radiation hazards. These 
suits were dismissed by the appellate courts. Congress responded by devising a 
program allowing partial restitution to individuals who developed serious illnesses 
after exposure to radiation released during the atmospheric nuclear tests or after 
employment in the uranium industry: the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act.  
​ The Act presents an apology and monetary compensation to individuals who 
contracted certain cancers and other serious diseases: 

●​ Following their exposure to radiation released during the atmospheric 
nuclear weapons tests, or 

●​ Following their occupational exposure to radiation while employed in the 
uranium industry during the Cold War arsenal buildup.  

RECA establishes lump sum compensation awards for individuals who 
contracted specified diseases in three defined populations: Uranium miners, millers 
and ore transporters – $1000,000; “Onsite participants” at atmospheric nuclear 
weapons tests – $75,000; and individuals who lived downwind of the Nevada Test 
Site (“downwinders”) – $50,000. 

​ Downwinder Areas: in the State of Utah, the counties of Beaver, Garfield, 
Iron, Kane, Millard, Piute, San Juan, Sevier, Washington, and Wayne.   


