The conclusion of a government report sent to the House of Representatives titled
“The Forgotten Guinea Pigs”: A report on health effects of low-level radiation
sustained as a result of the nuclear weapons testing program conducted by the
United States government. It was written August 7, 1980, by Bob Eckhardt who
was the chairman of the investigation committee. [Some words have been changed
to make it easier to read. Your teacher has access to a scan of the original
document in additional lesson materials.]

Atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons in the 1950’s and 1960’s may well
have been essential to secure the national defense. However, because the agency in
charge of developing nuclear weapons was more concerned with that goal than
with its mission of protecting the public from injury, the government totally failed
to provide good suitable protection for the residents of the area. There was enough
information available from the beginning to suggest that if it was not possible to
conduct the testing outside the continental United States, then the people living
nearby needed protection. The necessary protection could have been provided by
evacuating some of the people but, at a minimum, the government owed the
residents a duty to inform them of the precise time and place of each test and to
instruct them as to what precautions should be taken. In addition, the government’s
program for monitoring the health effects of the test was inadequate and, more
disturbingly, all evidence suggesting that radiation was having harmful effects, be
it on the sheep or the people, was not only disregarded but actually bottled-up.

The greatest irony of our atmospheric nuclear testing program is that the
only victims of US nuclear arms since World War Il have been our own people.
The Subcommittee believes that legislation should be passed that provides prompt
and satisfactory compensation for the victims of this program. In addition, the
Subcommittee believes that similar problems can best be avoided in the future if
the responsibility for protecting the people is given to an agency whose main
mission is to assure public health, not to advance nuclear development.



