
Frank Butrico Story (found in Utah Historical Quarterly)  
https://issuu.com/utah10/docs/uhq_volume84_2016_number4/s/10121961 

“Harry (the bomb)  was dropped from a tower around five o’clock on the morning of May 19, 
1953. Though weather conditions were supposed to have been ideal for a test, a change in the 
wind shifted the area of the fallout, which then concentrated on St. George. When AEC officials 
tested the areas under the fallout path with a Geiger counter, the needle went off the scale, 
according to the Deseret News. Only when St. George’s mayor was notified by Frank Butrico, 
the AEC radiation monitor assigned to the towns, did the townspeople take precautions. 

Butrico realized that a problem existed several hours after the blast, at approximately nine in the 
morning, when his readings reached a dangerously high level. He contacted William Johnson at 
the Nevada Test Site, who gave him no clear direction for dealing with the situation. At this 
point, Butrico spoke with the mayor of St. George. As he talked with the mayor, the fallout cloud 
passed overhead, slowly depositing the peak amount of radiation on the people and animals 
nearby. By noon, Butrico had followed advice from the Nevada Test Site by showering and 
changing into clean clothing—advice that, in retrospect, he regretted not sharing with others. 
That afternoon, the AEC recommended that all 4,500 residents of St. George remain indoors for 
three hours. In addition to the seek-shelter mandate, the officials quarantined the town and its 
citizens because of the high amount of radiation; no one was allowed in or out except officials. 
Some residents reported tasting a metallic flavor in the air from what they later learned was the 
vaporized tower mechanism that had dropped Harry only hours before.”  

Sourcing from the article:  “Discussions with Frank Butrico, Monitor at St. George, Utah, may 
1953 (Draft 1),” Deposition Held at Nevada Operations Office, U.S. Department of Energy, Las 
Vegas, Nevada, August 14, 1980, Coordination and Information Center, U.S. Department of 
Energy, Las Vegas, Nevada, 4; Cheney, They Never Knew, 40; “AEC Sends Experts to Check 
Sick Utahns.” 
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