This was part of an informational booklet, “The Little Green Book,” that was
distributed by the United States Energy Commission, March 1957.

Fallout is the leftover radioactive material (ash and dust) thrust into the sky
following a nuclear blast. It is named that because it "falls out" of the sky after the
explosion and the shock wave has passed.

You people who live near the Nevada test site are in a very real sense active
participants in the Nation’s atomic test program. You have been close observers of
tests which have contributed greatly to building the defenses of our country and of
the free world. Nevada tests have helped us make great progress in a few years,
and have been a vital factor in maintaining the peace of the world.

Some of you have been inconvenienced by our test operations. Nevertheless
you have accepted them without fuss and without alarm. Your cooperation has
helped achieve an unusual record of safety.

To our knowledge no one outside the test site has been hurt in six years of
testing. Only one person, a test participant, has been injured seriously as a result of
the 45 destinations. His was an eye injury from the flash of light received at a point
relatively near ground zero inside the test site. Experience has proved the adequacy
of the safeguards which govern Nevada test operations.

Any atomic detonation, even though small enough to be fired in Nevada,
involves powerful forces. The effects of a detonation include flash, blast, and
radioactive fallout. Your potential exposure to those effects will be low, and it can
be reduced still further by your continued cooperation.

The low level of public exposure has been made possible by very close
attention to a variety of on-site and oft-site procedures.
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