
Name: __________________________ 
 

Utah’s Caucus Convention System 
Central Question: How should Utahns and Utah’s political parties choose candidates for the general election 
ballot? 

Instructions: By the end of this activity, you will choose one of these three options for choosing candidates: 

       Only Caucus/Convention      Current System (with Signature Path)      Direct Primary Election 

1.​ Fill out this chart as you examine the sources. Look for arguments for or against Utah’s 
caucus/convention system as you consider what Utahns should do to choose candidates.  

Source Name 
 

Source Information: 
Who wrote this source? 
When? Is it trustworthy? 

Main Arguments:  
What does this source say about the 
caucus system? What are the 
arguments’ strengths and weaknesses? 

Evaluation: From 1 to 5, 
how important are the 
arguments to your decision?  

Document 1:    
1     2   3    4    5 

Document 2:    

Document 3:    

Document 4:    

Document 5:    

Document 6:    

Document 7:    

Document 8:    

 



 
 

2.​ Write the main arguments you found for and against the caucus/convention system on the scale below. 
Write more important arguments bigger and less important arguments smaller. 

 
3.​ Based on your investigation, what do you think Utahns and Utah’s political parties should do to choose 

their candidates for the general election ballot? (Circle your answer) 
 

Only Caucus/Convention      Current System (with Signature Path)      Direct Primary Election 
 

Why?  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What evidence supports your decision?  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 


