“You Have an Appointment”

March 20, 2006: “You have an appointment,” Provo Daily Herald

This article was published in March of 2006 in the Provo Daily Herald, a local Utah newspaper.
Remember, the signature-gathering path was not added until SB54 passed in 2014. [This article
was shortened and simplified using Al for easier reading.]

If you want your voice to be heard in this year’s election, Tuesday night is very important.
Neighborhoods all over Utah will meet to choose delegates to represent them at party
conventions. These meetings might seem boring or unimportant, but they actually have a huge
impact on who gets to run for office. An individual voter has far more power at a caucus meeting
than during an election.

Unfortunately, the caucus system is easy to manipulate. A special-interest group can easily take
advantage of low voter turnout and elect delegates who support their specific interests. This
means that the caucus delegates might not represent what most people want and could even leave
out candidates who are more popular with average voters. For example, some moderate
Republicans feel that the more extreme members of their party have taken over the caucus
system.

The best way to fight this is to get rid of the caucus system and go straight to primary elections.
This would allow everyone to vote for the candidates they like most. But many party leaders
don’t want to do this because it would cost a lot of money and create other problems.

This is an issue the Utah government needs to figure out soon. Meanwhile, the best solution is
for more people to try to attend the caucus meetings and question the people who want to be
delegates. For the system to work, all voters need to attend. Be there.

Link to original:
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?1d=28295866&page=2 & g=caucus+system&sort=rel&vea
r_start=1982&year_end=2022
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