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This source is from a national news source. Hannah Schoenbaum is a reporter who focuses on 
the Utah government. Super Tuesday is a day when many states hold their primary elections or 
caucuses. [Changed for easier reading.] 

The Utah Republican Party’s caucus process is meant to restore a sense of community in politics, 
but it turned into chaos at several caucus locations. Voters like Richard Preiss, a University of 
Utah professor, say they ran into technology issues and were not given a chance to debate. On 
the freezing March evening, he went to the caucus at Evergreen Middle School in Salt Lake to 
find long lines stretching out the door. The scanners for checking registration QR codes had 
stopped working and volunteers eventually just let anyone inside. Then voters wandered around 
the school looking for the right room. Volunteers seemed unprepared to help.  

In 2016, many voters ran into similar problems. Things went much smoother in 2020 when the 
GOP used a standard direct primary system. But Robert Axson, Utah’s GOP Chair, downplayed 
the problems and said that he thought the caucuses were “successful,” even though results were 
not in until after midnight. He said the GOP brought back caucuses because they promote 
community political engagement. 

However, the level of engagement seemed to vary. Some precincts had structured debates for 
more than an hour, but others were done within minutes because volunteers chose to skip 
debating and just vote. The people who came were mostly elderly or adults without kids. 

One political scientist said that the caucus system often draws out the most politically active 
members of a community, while making it hard for anyone who cannot attend a Tuesday night 
meeting to contribute. Because of that, they can be less representative than a traditional primary. 
However, primaries cost the state a lot of money. Parties pay for caucuses themselves, so they are 
much less expensive for the government. 
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