Utah Needs Caucuses

Gunnar Thorderson: “Why Utah’s GOP needs the caucus system now more than ever.”
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Since many people have been criticizing Utah’s caucus system, I must explain why it’s actually a
strength to Utah. The caucus gives regular people the chance to take part in choosing political
candidates. The other option, primary elections, are more controlled by money, TV ads, and big
outside groups. In a caucus, people in each neighborhood pick delegates, who then choose
candidates based on their community’s values.

The caucus system makes sure that candidates are carefully vetted. Delegates at a caucus look
closely at candidates' backgrounds and values. This helps stop candidates with a lot of money
from getting elected without being qualified.

Another great thing about the caucus is that it helps bring people together in the community. It
encourages neighbors to talk about issues and share ideas. The delegates also share what they
learn about candidates with their neighbors, so everyone is more well-informed.

Some people say that the caucus system does not work because Governor Spencer Cox did
poorly at the caucus but easily won the general election. However, I think that if Cox had worked
and talked more with delegates, he could have done better at the caucus. 12 of the 18
convention-chosen candidates won in the general election, which shows that the delegates do
usually represent the average voter well.

In the end, the caucus system helps us pick leaders who manage our state well. We shouldn’t get
rid of it. Instead, we should teach people about how it works and why it’s a good system. The
more people understand how the caucus system works, the more they’ll want to get involved.
This will make the process better for everyone.
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