
Utah Olympics: Ideas for Teaching 

There are many possible focuses and formats for this inquiry lesson! Here are some ideas to aid 
in lesson planning. Revise graphic organizers accordingly.  

Possible Focus Skills: these are some of the skills that could be easily supported during the Utah 
Olympics inquiry. The sources listed are especially helpful for teaching that skill. 
 

●​ Sourcing and source evaluation. Students can watch for expertise, bias, primary vs. 
secondary sources, and especially relevance. This inquiry has a few sources that are 
really interesting about the 2002 Olympics, but may not give students as many clear 
applications for 2034.  

○​ Unclear source of information: “Top 4 Successful Olympic Host Cities” CoachUp 
video 

○​ May lack obvious applications: Figure Skate Scandal video, “2002 Games: 
Riveting Sport and an Angry Backlash,” Utahns’ Approval of Hosting Again, 
2034 Budget Estimates 
 

●​ Making inferences. To glean applications for the future from most of the sources, 
students need to make inferences about the work behind 2002. For example: 

○​ Salt Lake Olympic Bid Bribery Scandal: Utahns need to make sure organizing 
staff are trustworthy and transparent 

○​ 2034 Budget Estimates: the Olympics committee will need to raise a lot of money 
from sponsorships and donations 

○​ Utahns’ Approval of Hosting Again, Mitt Romney’s Reflections: Utahns should 
show their support by volunteering  

 

Possible Lesson Structures: This inquiry may be too much to cover in a class period if 
everyone is reading every source! Here are some options for structuring the lesson beyond the 
typical guided inquiry structure. (Click here and scroll to the numbered list to learn about the 
basic guided inquiry lesson format.)  

●​ Use the first 1:10 of this video for a great bell ringer! It shows a moguls run at the 
2002 Olympics. Show it once just for students to get the feel for it, then show it again and 
instruct them to count how many times they see the words “Salt Lake City.” This can get 
students thinking about how much planning, marketing, etc. goes into hosting the 
Olympics.  

●​ Break it into themes. You could turn the central question into a few smaller questions, 
such as “What can Utahns learn from transportation at the 2002 Olympics to help prepare 
for 2034?” or “What can Utahns learn from the public’s concerns about the 2002 
Olympics to help prepare for 2034?” Different students in your class could read a source 
or two about volunteers, transportation, financing the Olympics, or being respectable 

https://history.byu.edu/sourcing
https://history.byu.edu/observing-and-inferring
https://history.byu.edu/how-to-use-these-inquiries
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBnHYCElEsQ


hosts, depending on your question(s). Break students into groups or let them choose a 
theme. You could then do a jigsaw-style activity or have groups present to the class. 

○​ Similarly, you could turn the class into a simulated Olympics organizing 
committee. Students could take responsibility for providing recommendations on 
different aspects of the 2034 Olympics.  

●​ Pare down the sources in general. Do the lesson using only the bolded sources from the 
source chart linked below. The other ones are fun and can be useful for answering the 
central question, but are not as directly relevant. 

 

Other teaching ideas/helps: 

●​ A few differentiation/adaptation options:  
○​ Have one writer act as scribe for a group on a shared graphic organizer. 
○​ Provide a word bank for extra vocabulary support. The background information 

tab on the inquiry page has a short vocabulary section that may be helpful.  
○​ Allow students to listen to written sources on a PDF reader.  
○​ Organize groups with student learning level in mind to ensure the best chances for 

learning.  

●​ Assessment ideas: 
○​ Check key boxes on the students’ graphic organizers. If you’re focusing on 

historical thinking skills, you could just look over the source evaluation column.  
○​ Turn one of the reflection questions, or a question linked to one of the state 

standards, into an exit ticket.  
○​ Have groups of students do mini-presentations on what they think is the most 

important part of preparing to host and why.  

SOURCE SUMMARY DOCUMENT 

Feedback: We want your input on how to make these lessons better! If you have any comments 
or suggestions, please email our team at utahhistoryinquiries@gmail.com.  

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Jigsaw.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RTkNDUXt2uQjJYDhFxOhCxiAEmU8J9leazlPbJ6s6cI/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:utahhistoryinquiries@gmail.com

