July 22, 2024: Lisa Riley Roche, “Utah’s decade of opportunity: The ripple effect of hosting
the 2034 Winter Olympics,” Deseret News

This source from a local Utah news source reports on early ideas for preparing for the 2034
Olympics. Lisa Riley Roche is a Deseret News reporter. What lessons from 2002 do you see?
[Source simplified for easier reading.]

There’s no need to rush getting the details ready for the 2034 Olympics. After all, no new
permanent venues are needed, since the ones built for the 2002 Games are still being used by
both elite and amateur athletes. Plus, during the “Preferred Host” stage of the IOC’s new host
selection process, leaders already put together detailed plans for almost everything. There are
already plans for hosting the new events that weren’t around in 2002 and plans for how many
tickets can be sold for each event.

The focus for now is to get Utahns to look at what hosting can do for the state over the next
decade. The governor has already started putting together a list of possible projects for what he’s
called “Utah’s decade.” It includes everything from adding more state parks to using Olympians
to promote physical and mental health. It also includes some big transportation projects, like
expanding public transportation and adding a new passenger drone system known as “air taxis.”

“I promise they’re coming,” Governor Cox said, adding that the flying cars of the future may
even be ready in time for the Los Angeles Olympics in 2028.

Another goal for the 2034 Games is to build more unity among Utahns. Fraser Bullock, the CEO
of Salt Lake’s bid committee, said that in 2002 there were “volunteers from everywhere.” He
believes that 2034 will be a good opportunity to build up Utah’s volunteerism again. There are
also plans to give more sports opportunities to children throughout the state.

The 2034 Games is expected to bring $6.6 billion to Utah over the coming decade in new
spending, new jobs, and personal income. But Mitt Romney, who led the organizing committee
for the 2002 Games, said hosting the Olympics is about more than just making money.

“What it means to Utah is a chance to serve the world,” Romney said. He said lots of other
places have great venues and hotels for hosting the Olympics, but “what stood apart in the
Games of 2002 was the welcoming, collaborative service of the volunteers that staffed the
Games... people couldn’t believe how helpful the folks in Utah were.” His advice for Utahns is
to focus more on what they can do for the Olympic athletes and viewers than on what the
Olympics can do for Utah. He says if they do that, “they’re going to be delighted.”

Link:
https://www.msn.com/en-us/sports/nhl/utah-s-decade-of-opportunity-the-ripple-effect-of-hosting
-the-2034-winter-olympics/ar-BB1gs2HL
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