December 26, 2018: Christopher Kamrani, “Not every Utahn is excited about another
Olympic bid. Here’s some of their objections,” The Salt Lake Tribune

Christoper Kamrani is a sports reporter for The Salt Lake Tribune, a local Utah news source.
Polls have shown that most Utahns support bringing the Olympics back to the state, but some do
not. This article covers some reasons people might oppose hosting again. [Source simplified for
easier reading.]

Why are some Utahns against hosting another Olympics?

Some of them say that the Games would not serve Utahns, and that there are bigger, more
pressing issues to deal with. Many worry the Games would only make Utah’s environmental
concerns worse—most importantly air quality. Some don’t want to experience further traffic on
highways and roads. Some responses mentioned the cost of living is already rising too high.

Deeda Seed, a former Salt Lake City councilwoman during the 2002 Games, says she remains
skeptical mainly because she is suspicious of the anticipated costs. The budget for the 2030
Games is estimated at nearly $1.4 billion, and she thinks that’s a much lower number than
another Olympics would actually cost. “It isn’t all roses and gold medals,” Seed said. “It’s a
complex endeavor.”

Another Utahn believes money that would go to an Olympic bid should be spent on Utahns, not
on a worldwide event that lasts less than a month. Some locals may also have lingering doubts
from the bidding scandal in 2002.

Others believe another Olympics would only further bottleneck roads to and from the nearby
mountains and allow more expansion into the state’s wildlands and beautiful backcountry. One
man said that oftentimes we’re blind and we compromise some of our other values. His concerns
have more to do with the unintended consequences of the Games than the Games themselves.

Link: https://www.sltrib.com/news/2018/12/26/it-isnt-all-roses-gold/
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