2012: “Remembering the '"Mormon' Olympics that weren't,” Salt Lake Tribune

This local Utah news article includes a notice that it has been archived, may be outdated, and is
only meant for research (not reprinting). Note that “Mormon” is considered an outdated term for
members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. [Source simplified for easier
reading.]

Before the first torch was lit, many from around the world feared that the 2002 Games,
nicknamed the "Mormon Olympics," would be dominated by alcohol-less parties,
name-tag-wearing missionaries, and sappy music accompanied by lame choreography during the
Opening Ceremony. Some imagined that the LDS church would be a smothering presence, using
the occasion to constantly promote the faith.

What most participants and observers found instead during those 17 memorable days was an
absence of Mormon missionaries, a surprisingly modern and diverse city, free-flowing beer, and
breathtaking views and venues. Church leaders made sure there would be no proselytizing or
handing out copies of the Book of Mormon away from, say, Temple Square. LDS volunteers
were trained in how not to share their faith. One reporter joked that while the 2002 Olympic
theme was' "Light the Fire Within,” the LDS Church's strategy was to "contain the fire within."

There were still Church fingerprints all over the Games. There was a picture of the Salt Lake
LDS Temple as a permanent television backdrop, a giant skater banner draped over the Church
Office Building, comments from church President Gordon B. Hinckley, and self-deprecating
collector pins showing green Jell-O and multiple wives. Mitt Romney’s lead role after a bribery
scandal also gave him— and his church — a place on the world stage.

The Salt Lake City Games also provided an infinitely patient and unfailingly polite team of
26,000 volunteers, many of whom were former missionaries from the Church speaking multiple
languages, and all of whom eagerly responded to requests for help. These wonderful volunteers
helped set the Salt Lake City Games apart from others.

Here is what one reporter from Maine said about the Church during the Games:

"There were images of Mormons taking over the flavor of the Games, of church members
spreading their beliefs on every street corner. But on the bustling sidewalks of this wide-avenued
city...there is very little in-your-face religion. Many say the Mormons have been gracious hosts
and these Olympics have been a chance for a little more understanding."

Link:
https://archive.sltrib.com/article.php?id=53520793 &itype=CMSID#gallery-carousel-446996



https://archive.sltrib.com/article.php?id=53520793&itype=CMSID#gallery-carousel-446996

