
February 24, 2002: Bill Pennington, “2002 Games: Riveting Sport and an Angry 
Backlash,” The New York Times 
 
This article from a national newspaper talks about some of the negative aspects of the 2002 
Games. Bill Pennington was a sports reporter for The New York Times. What can Utahns do to 
limit some of these harms in 2034? [Source simplified for easier reading.] 
 
Not everyone felt at home, or wanted, at the Salt Lake Games. The breakdown of unity and 
cooperation began three days into the Games, when the Canadian figure skating pair of David 
Pelletier and Jamie Salé were denied a gold medal that many people thought they had earned. 
 
These were the fun Olympics, the safe Olympics.  These were also the sour grapes Olympics. No 
result seemed official until the postevent hearing was completed. The Russian and South Korean 
teams protested the judging in several sports, threatening boycotts. 
 
For most Americans, however, these were also the Winter Games that worked. Despite the 
bidding scandal and the record budget of nearly $2 billion, the Salt Lake Games did seem to 
find a home in Utah. 
 
As the most costly Olympics in history, and the first to impose major security measures that will 
most likely become standard and make hosting the Olympics even more expensive, the Salt Lake 
Games may also have demonstrated how difficult it will be for the International Olympic 
Committee to bring the Olympics to Africa and South America, as it would like to do. 
 
Like virtually all Olympic Games, whether modern or ancient, these games could not avoid 
quarrels, frequently with political and geographic associations. Predictably, the winners were 
happier than the losers, and the home team won more medals than usual. 
 
 
Link: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2002/02/24/sports/2002-games-riveting-sport-and-an-angry-backlash.h
tml  
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