July 21, 2000: Jere Longman, “OLYMPICS; Leaders of Salt Lake Olympic Bid Are
Indicted in Bribery Scandal,” The New York Times

Jere Longman is a sports journalist. This article is an example of the national coverage of the
2002 Olympics bidding scandal. “Indicted” means formally accused of a serious crime.
“Racketeering” is setting up an illegal scheme to make money. [Source simplified for easier
reading.]

Yesterday, two leaders of Salt Lake City’s 2002 Olympic bid committee were found guilty of
conspiracy to commit bribery, fraud, and racketeering in the vote-buying scandal that erupted in
late 1998. Tom Welch and David Johnson, the former president and vice president of the
committee, are accused of paying $1 million to more than a dozen IOC members to win their
votes. They are also charged with faking records and taking bid money for themselves. They
could face up to five years in prison and fines of $250,000.

An ethics panel investigating Salt Lake City's bid found that bid officials spent more than $1.2
million on gifts for IOC voters and their families. The gifts included cash, scholarships, jobs,
medical treatment, shopping sprees, travel, and more. The panel said Mr. Welch and Mr. Johnson
were the most to blame, but the two men said that many others knew about and approved of what
they were doing. Their lawyers say that corrupt spending has been a common practice among
bidding cities and that these two men are getting more blame than they deserve.

"I want to assure everyone," Mr. Welch said, "that David Johnson and I committed no crimes. I
took no money from the bid effort for myself...We [only] did what we, and many other people,
thought was absolutely necessary. We will defend ourselves and we will be found innocent, but
no one can possibly understand the heartbreak and disappointment I feel."

Current Salt Lake City Olympic officials are concerned that the scandal will hurt the 2002
Games.

Since the news about Salt Lake City’s bid, we have learned that similar corruption happened
during Atlanta's bid for the 1996 Summer Olympics, Nagano Japan's hosting of the 1998 Winter
Games, and Sydney, Australia's bid to win the 2000 Summer Olympics. About 30 of the 114 IOC
delegates have been involved. Ten of them have either resigned or been forced out because of the
scandal. The IOC started making reforms to get rid of corruption late last year.
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