
 

Source: Statement of George B. Hartzog, Director of the National Park Service in the 
Canyonlands National Park Hearings before the Subcommittee on National Parks of the 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs in June 1964. Adjusted for easier reading. 

The magnificent Canyonlands country contains all of the unique qualities of a great national 
park. This area in southeastern Utah, at the convergence of the Green and the Colorado 
Rivers, is remote and wild. It represents one last opportunity to bring into our national park 
system an area different from anywhere else in the world. 
 
The Needles area is perhaps the most fantastic-their spires and strangely bulging pillars are 
unmistakable from afar. West and southwest of the Needles is an arch of parallel-walled 
sunken valleys, called the grabens. East of the Needles is Salt Creek and its tributaries-bluff 
walls, sheer faces, twisting stream channels, arches, fins, and abundant evidence of 
prehistoric Indian occupation. 
 
I wish to point out that our view is that a larger area affords a better opportunity to protect and 
preserve the outstanding features and values of the Canyonlands. 
 
With full development, it is estimated that the magnificent Canyonlands will draw one-half 
million visitors annually by the 10th year after establishment. 
 
Would the Department prefer this proposed legislation without multiple use or with it?  
Mr. Hartzog. We would prefer the bill without it, of course. 

 

 


