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A bill sponsored by Sen Frank E. Moss to establish a 330,000-acre Canyonlands National 
Park in southern Utah was reported to the Senate late Monday. 
 
A few hours earlier Sen. Wallace F. Bennett had introduced his own Canyonlands bill, 
which…proposes that up to 102,000 acres of the area would be administered under traditional 
national park concepts and an area of up to 208,000 acres would be a multiple-use national 
recreation area. 
 
Sen Bennett said, “The overwhelming majority of the people of Utah strongly support national 
recognition for the Canyonlands area. The only question is how this objective shall be met.” 
 
On the mining question, he said: “Even though the Moss bill supposedly permits mining and 
mineral activity in the area, I have yet to find a single mining, oil, or gas miner or operator who 
believes that it does.” 
 
The Moss bill leaves these important activities up to the Secretary of Interior who could 
choose to get rid of them. 

 

 
 
 


