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easier reading. 

Senator Wallace Bennett, a Utah Republican, introduced a bill in Congress that would 
establish a national recreation area—and not a national park—in the Needles region. The 
difference is an important one. The recreation area would have permitted oil development, 
mining, and grazing, as well as exploration for other natural resources. Allied with Bennett 
were state officials who opposed the idea of a national park because it would not have 
allowed these activities to continue. 

 


