French Mountain Men

Francophone Mountain Men and Their Influence on the Mormon Settlement of Utah, was
published on June 26, 2017 in a university journal. Its author is Jay Buckley, a History Professor

and expert in the field. [Changed for easier reading using ChatGPT.] Original found at
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1493 &context=jur

The main reason French mountain men were successful was because of how they
got along with Native Americans. Most mountain men were scared of being
attacked by Native people since they lived far from any help. Even though there
was danger, French-speaking mountain men like Peter Ogden were usually able to
build friendlier relationships with Native tribes than English-speaking trappers.
Despite having some prejudice, Ogden saw the value of working with Native
people—he was married twice to Native women. Their success came from the

mutual respect and cooperation between them and the Native Americans.

It was clear that the French mountain men understood that Native people wanted to
trade for their own benefit—and the trappers were just as interested in gaining
from the trade. Because of the fur trade and these close relationships, many Native
tribes began to depend more on outside goods like horses, guns, and alcohol. The
French-speaking traders met these demands, but this created problems later. When
the Mormons arrived and later banned this kind of trade in the 1850s, the Native

tribes suffered from losing access to the goods they had come to rely on.


https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1493&context=jur

Original
The unique element of success that the Francophone mountain man possessed was
his relationship with the natives. In general, every mountain man feared being
ambushed by Indians as he was hundreds of miles away from any help...Even with
the potential danger from locals, Francophone mountain men like Peter Ogden
could build more peaceful relationships with the natives than their English
counterparts...Despite his many prejudices, Ogden still saw a benefit of the Indians
and 1n fact, he was married twice to Indian women. Their success as mountain men
came from their mutual respect and acceptance between themselves and the
natives...
It is apparent that the Francophone mountain men understood the Natives'
self-interest in trade; furthermore, it was also obvious that the Francophones were
just as self-interested as the Indians...Because of the fur trade and their
relationships between Francophone mountain men and the Native Americans, local
tribes began to become more reliant and dependent on outside goods such as
horses, guns, and alcohol to the Indian tribes...This Francophone self-interested
practice of adapting to the demand of the Indians caused an expectation of these
goods supplied to the natives in the region, which in turn led to negative

repercussions when the Mormons arrived and outlawed this trade in the 1850s.



Francois Antoine Larocque

The “Journal of a Voyage to the Rocky Mountains” was written in 1805. It was written by
Francois Antoine Larocque and describes his journey across the American West. He was a
French trapper who was the first to explore Wyoming. [Changed for easier reading using

ChatGPT.,] Original found at https://user.xmission.com/~drudy/mtman/html/larocque.html

This morning, the blind man sent for me. He introduced me to the Rocky Mountain chief of the
Ererokas [a band of the Crow people] and told him, in front of me, that I would be traveling with
them. He asked the chief to take good care of us and spoke very kindly about us. He explained
that the Gros Ventre [a Native American tribe] were unsure if they would let us travel through
their land, but he promised that if we wished to go, he would make sure the way was safe. To

thank them, I gave two of the Ererokas each six feet of tobacco and twenty boxes of bullets.

Wednesday, 26th. The Mandans, Souliers, little village people, and others from the nearby
village [Native American groups] rode on horseback to visit the Rocky Mountain camp. They
performed the same ceremonies there that the Rocky Mountain people had done here the day

before. About 500 people took part, though many of their warriors were away at war.

Thursday, 27th. I gathered the chiefs from the different Rocky Mountain bands and gave them
presents, which included: two large axes, two small axes, eight ivory combs, ten shells, eight fire
steels with flint, four clubs, six bunches of blue and colored beads, four feet of tobacco, eight
rooster feathers, sixteen large knives, twelve small knives... eight dozen rings, four packs of

colored glass beads...some blue beads, and one thousand bullets with powder.

Original


https://user.xmission.com/~drudy/mtman/html/larocque.html

This morning the Borgne sent for me, he showed me the Rocky Mountain Chief of the
Ererokas, and told him before me that [ was going with him & to take good care of us &
he spoke very much in our favour telling me that the B. Bellys were undetermined
whether they would allow us to go or not, but that we would go if we liked it for that he
would clear the road before us if necessary. I gave to two of the Ererokas each 6 [feet] of

tobacco and 20 Rounds of ammunitions.

Wednesday 26th. The Mandans, Souliers, little village people & the people of the Village,
went on horse back and arrived to perform the same ceremonies round the Rocky
Mountain Camp, as the Rocky Mountains did yesterday here, they were about 500, but a

great many Warriors are absent being gone to war.

Thursday 27th. Assembled the chiefs of the different Bands of the Rocky Mountains and
made them a present of 2 Large Axes, 2 Small Axes, 8 Ivory Combs, 10 Wampum Shells,
8 fire steels and Flint, 4 cassetete, 6 Masses B.C. Beads, 4 f. Tobacco, 8 Cock feathers, 16
large Knives, 12 Small do, 2 Ibs. Vermillion, 8 doz. Rings, 4 papers co'd Glasses, 4 Doz.

Awls, 11/ 1b. Blue Beads, 2 Doz. do, 1000 balls & powder.



Logan Fontenelle

Patricia L. Record, a Utah state archivist wrote, The Trapper. the Indian, and the Naming of
Logan in 2007 . It describes the story of Logan Fontenelle, an Omaha chief. It is believed that

Logan Utah, was named after him. [Changed for easier reading using ChatGPT.] Original found
at https.//issuu.com/utahl0/docs/uhg_volume75_ 2007 numberd/s/10243075

Logan Fontenelle was the son of Lucien Fontenelle, a skilled mountain man.
Lucien had attended several famous rendezvous, including the 1826 Cache
Valley Rendezvous and the 1827 Bear Lake Rendezvous. He also spent the
winter of 1830—1831 in Cache Valley. Later, Lucien and another fur trapper
named Andrew Drips owned a fur trading post in Bellevue, Nebraska, on the
Missouri River. In 1835, Fontenelle and his partner, along with Fitzpatrick,
Sublette, and Bridger, bought Fort William, which later became Fort
Laramie...Logan’s mother was Meumbane, the daughter of Chief Big Elk,
the main leader of the Omaha tribe. In 1838, when Logan was thirteen years
old, he traveled with his parents to the Wind River Rendezvous and became
an experienced trader himself... After Chief Big Elk’s death, Logan joined the
Omaha Council of Chiefs that led the tribe. Eventually, he became the
principal chief of the Omaha people when they gave up their land west of the

Missouri River to the United States.


https://issuu.com/utah10/docs/uhq_volume75_2007_number4/s/10243075

Original
Logan Fontenelle was the son of Lucien Fontenelle, an experienced mountain
man who was at the 1826 Cache Valley Rendezvous, the 1827 Bear Lake
Rendezvous, and was in Cache Valley during the winter of 1830-1931 and,
who along with another fur trapper, Andrew Drips, owned a fur trading post
at Bellevue, Nebraska, on the banks of the Missouri River. In 1835 Fontenelle
and his partner along with Fitzpatrick, Sublette and Bridger purchased Fort
William (Laramie). Logan's mother was Meumbane, daughter of the Omaha's
principal, Chief Big Elk, In 1838, at the age of thirteen Logan traveled with
his parents to the rendezvous at Wind River and Became an experienced
trader in his own right... After the death of Chief Big Elk, Logan was
inducted into the Council of Chiefs that ruled the tribe. He became the
principal chief of the Omaha when they ceded their land west of the Missouri

River to the United States.



Marriage Statistics

Below is a chart and an excerpt from an article titled “Marriage and Settlement Patterns of
Rocky Mountain Trappers and Traders.” It is an article about who mountain men/ trappers
married. Tip: pay attention to the % instead of the numbers. [Changed for easier reading using
Chat GPT]. Original found at https://www.jstor.org/stable/967638?seq=7

Nationality of Subject Compared

259 cases with Ethnicity of First Wife
Nationality Indian American Spanish-d. (Canadian-Eur, Méiis

# % # % # % # % # %
Anglo-American 38 29.7 39 30.5 46 35.9 2 16 2 1.6
French-American 24 60.0 9 225 6 15.0 1 2.5 0 0.
French-Canadian 13 41.9 8 258 d 25.8 1 3.2 1 3.

=

i 5 62.5 000 0.0 0.0
European 21 525 11 275 3 75 3 75 2 5.0

% =— % of men of X nationality who married women of X ethnicity at first marriage

In terms of marriage, 60 percent of all French-Americans took Indians as
first wives, while only 15 percent married women of Spanish-American

heritage.


https://www.jstor.org/stable/967638?seq=7




Etienne Provost

Leroy R Hafen is a retired history professor from BYU. His article “Etienne Provost, Mountain
Man and Utah Pioneer’ was published in 1968 in a historical magazine. Etienne Provost was a
French-Canadien Mountain Man who explored large parts of Utah in the early the 1820.
[Changed for easier reading using ChatGPT.] Original found at
https://issuu.cm/utah10/docs/uhg_volume36_1968 number2/s/104905

When he returned to St. Louis on February 24, 1838, he brought news of
a terrible smallpox outbreak that had caused great suffering among the
tribes living along the upper Missouri River...There was one dangerous
man among them called the “Bad Gocha” (which means “bad
left-handed one”). He joined a group of trappers led by a well-known
frontiersman named E. Provost on a stream that flows into what is now
called Big Lake. Bad Gocha invited the trappers to join him in smoking
the peace pipe, but he said it was against his beliefs to have any metal
nearby while smoking. Provost, knowing the Indians were superstitious,
agreed and told his men to set aside their weapons. The Indians and the
trappers sat together in a circle and began the ceremony. But at a planned
signal, the Indians attacked, using knives hidden under their robes and
blankets. Provost, who was very strong, barely escaped with three or

four others. The rest of the fifteen-man party were killed.


https://issuu.com/utah10/docs/uhq_volume36_1968_number2/s/104905
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Original
When he returned to St. Louis on February 24, 1838, he brought news about a terrible
smallpox outbreak that had caused great suffering among the tribes on the upper
Missouri. and understood that he would stand no foolishness...There is one evil genius
among them, called the "Bad Gocha," (mauvais gauche—bad left-handed one) who fell in
with a party of trappers, led by a well-known mountaineer, Mr. E. [Provost], on a stream
flowing into the Big Lake that now bears his name, several years since. He invited the
whites to smoke the calumet of peace with him, but insisted that it was contrary to his
medicine to have any metallic near while smoking. [Provost], knowing the superstitious
whims of the Indians, did not hesitate to set aside his arms, and allow his men to follow
his example; they then formed a circle by sitting indiscriminately in a ring, and
commenced the ceremony; during which, at a preconcerted signal, the Indians fell upon
them, and commenced the work of slaughter with their knives, which they had concealed
under their robes and blankets. [Provost], a very athletic man, with difficulty extricated
himself from them, and with three or four others, alike fortunate, succeeded in making his

escape; the remainder of the party of fifteen were all massacred.
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Robert Campbell

A Narrative of Colonel Robert Campell’s Experiences in the Rocky Mountain Fur Trade includes
stories told by Robert Campbell about events that occurred between 1825-1835. Robert Campell

was a Scottish Immigrant who was based in St Louis. [Changed for easier reading using
ChatGPT.] Original found at http://mtmen.org/mtman/html/camp_nar.html

The Blackfeet were always fighting with us because we traded with
tribes they considered their enemies. They were at war with the
Snakes, the Crows, the Flatheads, and several nearby tribes. These
groups often had fierce battles, and people were very careful to

avoid the Blackfeet during their raid.

Smith took one of his men and went up the river to look for a place
to cross. While he was gone, the rest of his group was attacked by a
band of Indians. All but one of the twelve men were killed. The
attackers took all the horses, furs, baggage, and everything else the

company owned.


http://mtmen.org/mtman/html/camp_nar.html
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Original

The Blackfeet were always at war with us because we were

trading with Indians that they were at war with. They were at

war with the Snakes, the Crows, the Flatheads and the

neighboring tribes. They had fierce contests, and great care was

taken to avoid them when on their marauding expeditions.

Smith took one of his men and proceeded up the river to find a
fording place. While absent, his party in camp were attacked by
Indians, and all but one of the twelve massacred. The Indians
took all the mules, furs and baggage, and everything the

company had.
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Bradbury's Travels

John Bradbury’s Travels in the Interior of America describes his adventures in
1809-1811. He was commissioned by a scientific society in London to collect plants in the
Americas. [Changed for easier reading using ChatGPT.] Original found at
http://mtmen.org/mtman/html/bradbury/index.html

11th — We started early in the morning and soon found
the trail that led from the Makah village [a Native
American village] to the monument. We followed it and
arrived at the town around ten o’clock. There we met one
of the Canadians from the boats, who told us they had
arrived the day before and were camped about four miles
from the village...When we arrived, we found many
Native Americans gathered to trade. They offered us dried
buffalo meat, tallow [animal fat], and corn, and in
exchange, they received tobacco rolls, dye, blue beads,

and other goods.


http://mtmen.org/mtman/html/bradbury/index.html
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Original
11 th.- We set off early, and soon fell in with the trace from the
Mabha village to the monument : along this we travelled, and about
ten o'clock arrived at the town, where we met one of the Canadians
belonging to the boats. He informed us that they arrived the day
before, and were stationed about four miles from the village. As we
were in want of food, we did not stop, but proceeded to the boats,
where we found a considerable number of Indians assembled to
trade. They gave jerked buffalo meat, tallow, corn, and marrow; and

in return they received tobacco in carottes, vermillion, blue beads,

&c.
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The Other Buffalo

“The Other Buffalo: Native Americans, Fur Trappers, and the Western Bison, 1600—1860,” is an
article written by Stephen P. Van Hoak. It was published in 2004 in the Utah Historical
Quarterly. [Changed for easier reading using ChatGPT.] Original found at
https://issuu.com/utah10/docs/uhg volume72 2004 numberl/s/10188703

During the 1820s and 1830s, Native Americans and fur trappers
often moved with the seasons and ended up in the same large river
valleys where the buffalo gathered. The fur trade changed the yearly
routines of many western tribes. Instead of spreading out in the
summer to find food, large groups of Utes and Shoshone spent their
summers trading at the trapper rendezvous. These big gatherings of
people and animals needed plenty of food, water, and grass for the
horses, and only the large river valleys had enough of these
resources. Trappers and Native Americans often hunted the large
buffalo herds they found there for food—and sometimes just to clear
them out of the area. By 1850, buffalo hunting had become
impossible for most Western tribes because the herds had been

greatly reduced.


https://issuu.com/utah10/docs/uhq_volume72_2004_number1/s/10188703
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Original
The seasonal movements of Native Americans and fur trappers in
the 1820s and 1830s often brought them to large river valleys at
precisely the same times as the buffalo. The fur trade had changed
the annual cycle of many Western Native Americans—instead of
dispersing in the summer in pursuit of scattered resources; large
groups of Utes and Shoshoni spent their summers trading at the
trapper rendezvous. Such large congregations of people and animals
required an abundance of food, water, and forage, and in the West
only the larger river valleys provided an adequate supply of these
resources. Trappers and Indians were generally quick to slaughter
the large herds of bison they typically found in these valleys, either
for food or at least in one instance just to “get them out of the
way...By 1850 buffalo hunting became impossible for most western

Indians.
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Journal of Alexander Ross

Alexander Ross was a Scottish fur trapper who was employed by the British Pacific Fur
Company during 1824.. He explored areas in both Utah and Oregon. This is part of his record
“Journal of Alexander Ross—Snake Country Expedition” The Iroquois were a nation from the
East and John Grey worked for a British trapping company. [Changed for easier reading using
ChatGPT.] Original found at https://archive.org/details/jstor-20609944/page/n6/mode/lup

Later today, John Grey, a strong-willed Iroquois leader, came to my lodge to tell me
that he and ten others had decided to leave the group and turn back. I asked him why.
He said they didn’t want to miss the spring hunt by staying here, were tired of being in
such a large group, and didn’t like to dig through snow or make roads. John said he
was not a soldier or a slave and that no one could control him. I told him he was a free
man with a good reputation and warned him not to ruin it. If his group left, the whole
expedition could fail. Monday, 5th. About fifty Nez Perce [a Native American tribe]
arrived from the buffalo country, carrying lots of food. Our men started trading with
them so quickly that soon we had almost no bullets left, and the Nez Perce had little
food left either. Whenever our people meet other tribes, they seem to lose all
sense—trading everything they have! It’s foolish that the company even allows this to
happen. We then learned that Laurent’s earlier trip back was not for supplies, but
because the [roquois had sent him to bring these Indians to trade with us. This visit
left our men nearly empty-handed and cost about 100 bullets to send the visitors away
happy. Monday, 17th—28th. We decided to make a cache [hiding place] here. Hiding

furs in places where Indians often pass through is dangerous.


https://archive.org/details/jstor-20609944/page/n6/mode/1up
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Original
Late today John Grey, a turbulent leader among the Iroquois, came to my lodge as
spokesman to inform me he and ten others had resolved; to abandon the party and turn
back. I asked him why? He said they would lose the spring hunt by remaining here,
were tired of so large a band, and did not engage to dig snow and make roads ... John
answered he was neither a soldier nor a slave; he was under the control of no man. I
told him he was a freeman of good character and to be careful not to stain it... If his
party walked off the expedition would fail...Monday 5th. Were visited by fifty Nez
Perces just arrived from buffalo country loaded with provisions. Our people
commenced a trade with them so brisk that hardly a ball was left among the freemen
nor a mouthful of provisions amongst the Indians. When these people meet Indians, a
frenzy siezes them. What madness in them, and what folly in the company to be
furnishing such people with means. It was now we learned the truth of Laurent's trip
back. He was sent by the Iroquois to get these Indians to trade with us. This visit has
left our people almost naked and cost 100 balls to send our visitors off
pleased...Monday 17th 28 . Resolved to make a cache here. Hiding furs in places

frequented by Indians is a risky business.
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Peter Skene Ogden

Peter Skene Ogden was a famous fur trapper who worked for the Hudson's Bay Company.
Following are two excerpts from his travel journal into “Snake Country.” [Changed for easier
reading using ChatGPT.] Original found at
https://userxmission.com/~drudy/mtman/html/ogdn2526.html

Saturday, March 25

The Snake people [a Native American tribe] kept traveling. 1
had no idea there were so many of them. The Plains Snakes, said
to be about 1,000 men, go to the Spanish settlements each year
to trade and sometimes steal horses. The Lower Snakes number
at least 1,500 men, not including women and children. The
Blackfeet steal many horses from them, and they do the same in
return. They have about 150 guns. We keep our own horses
guarded day and night. Thirteen of our traps have already been

stolen by local people. Today we caught forty-five beavers.


https://user.xmission.com/~drudy/mtman/html/ogdn2526.html
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Original
Saturday, March 25th. The Snakes continued to
move. I had no idea the Snakes were so numerous.
The Plains Snakes, said to be 1000 men, annually go
to the Spanish settlements to trade and steal horses.
The Lower Snakes are not less than 1500 men,
independent of women and children. The Blackfeet
steal great numbers of horses from them; they
retaliate in kind; they have 150 guns. Our horses are
well guarded, day and night. No less than 13 traps

stolen by the natives. Forty-five beaver this day.
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Donald McKenzie

Below are two quotes from the journal of Donald McKenzie in the Snake Country Fur Trade, he
was Scottish-Canadian and worked for both American and British companies. The quotes below
are from his time with the British (1816-1821). [Changed for easier reading using ChatGPT.]
Original found at https://www.jstor.org/stable/41441125%7seq=1

McKenzie was beginning to understand what the Native Americans around him
were really like. Their main activities were fighting and hunting buftalo. Their land
did not have many furs, and the men, who were used to a free and wandering way
of life, refused to do the hard work of trapping beavers. They laughed at the idea of
crawling around to look for furs. “That kind of work,” they said, “is only for

women and slaves.”

~A~~~

When McKenzie and his group approached, the Native Americans realized
something was wrong and gathered in small armed groups. But McKenzie acted
quickly. Without giving them time to think, he ordered Mr. Seaton, the leader of the
men, to surround the nearest lodge with bayonets ready. McKenzie and Mr. Reed
then entered the lodge and searched it, turning everything upside down. They used
their daggers to cut open anything that might be hiding the stolen goods. They

searched five or six lodges this way, with mixed results.


https://www.jstor.org/stable/41441125?seq=1
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Original
“McKenzie now began to learn the true character of the Indians about him.
Their occupations were war and buffalo-hunting. Their country did not
abound in furs, nor would men accustomed to an indolent and roving life
submit to the drudgery of killing beavers. They spurned the idea of crawling

about in search of furs; "Such a life," they said,

"was only fit for women and slaves”

“On their approach, the Indian suspecting something, turned out in groups
here and there also armed. But M'Kenzie, without a moment's hesitation, or
giving them time to reflect ordered Mr. Seaton, who commanded the men, to
surround the first wigwam or lodge with charged bayonets, while he himself
and Mr. Reed entered the lodge, ransacked it, turning everything topsy-turvy,
and with their drawn daggers cutting and ripping open everything that might
be supposed to conceal the stolen property. In this manner they went from

one lodge to another till they had searched five or six with various success...
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Osborne Russell

Osborne Russell was an American fur trapper during the 1830s and 1840s. This is a quote from
his “Journal of a Tapper”. [Changed for easier reading using ChatGPT.] Original found at
https://archive.org/details/journalatrapperOOyorkgoog/page/n6/mode/2up

We had been camping for about an hour when fourteen white trappers rode up to us very
fast. They were part of Mr. Bridger’s group, which was camped at Henry’s Lake, about
twenty miles to the south, and they planned to reach the Madison River the next day. His
group had sixty white men and about twenty Flathead Indians (non-Utah Indians). The
trappers stayed with us overnight, sharing stories about life in the mountains and news

from the eastern states.

Early the next morning, eight of the trappers went down the stream to set traps along the
main fork of the river. About an hour later, they came back quickly because around eighty
Blackfeet Indians were chasing them. We right away moved our horses into a corral that
had already been built and got ready to fight. While this was happening, the Blackfeet
reached the cliffs and began shooting into our camp from both sides. The cliff on the east
side was very steep and rocky, with tall pine trees, and it came within forty yards of our
camp. On the west side, the cliffs were covered with thick groves of quaking aspen trees.

From these high places, the Indians fired many bullets without stopping.

Their shots did not hurt us, but they killed our animals that were left out in the open. We
hid ourselves in the thick bushes around the camp and waited for them to come closer.

However, they were too afraid of our rifles to move close enough for us to fire back.


https://archive.org/details/journalatrapper00yorkgoog/page/n6/mode/2up
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Original
We had been encamped about an hour when fourteen white trappers came to
us in full gallop. They were of Mr. Bridger's party, who was encamped at
Henry's Lake, about twenty miles in a southerly direction, and expected to
arrive at the Madison the next day. His party consisted of sixty white men and
about twenty Flathead Indians. These trappers remained with us during the
night, telling mountain "yarns" and the news from the States. Early next
morning eight of them started down the stream to set traps on the main fork,
but returned in about an hour closely pursued by about eighty Blackfeet. We
immediately secured our horses in a yard previously made for the purpose,
and prepared for battle. In the meantime the Indians had gained the bluffs and
commenced shooting into the camp from both sides. The bluff on the east
side was very steep and rocky, covered with tall pines, the foot approaching
within forty yards of us. On the west the bluffs were covered with thick
groves of quaking asps. From these heights they poured in fusee balls without
mercy or even damage, except killing our animals which were exposed to
their fire. In the meantime we concealed ourselves in the thicket around the
camp to await a nearer approach, but they were too much afraid of our rifles

to come near enough for us to use ammunition. (pg 35)
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Warren A. Ferris

Warren A. Ferris kept a journal called “Life in the Rocky Mountains” about his experience
working for the American Fur Company from 1830-1835. The following comes from his journal.
[Changed for easier reading using ChatGPT.] Original found at

https://user.xmission.com/~drudy/mtman/html/ferris/ferris.pdf

We had barely started traveling on the morning of the eleventh when we saw several
Indians on horseback riding toward us very fast. They soon made it clear that a large
group of their people was nearby and coming to trade with us. Mr. Fontenelle did not
believe they were coming just to trade and thought they really planned to rob us. Because
of this, he quickly ordered everyone to stop and began getting ready to defend ourselves
and give them a much harsher welcome than they expected...

There seemed to be about one hundred and fifty of them, which was about three times as
many as us. They all had great horses and carried bows and arrows, spears, and a few
guns. They wore buffalo robes around their waists, but from the waist up they didn’t wear
shirts. A few had leggings made of soft animal skins, but most of them wore only their
robes and moccasins. Their bodies were covered in grease and paint. After some short
conversations, they told us they were on a buffalo hunt and meant us no harm. They said
they wanted to trade peacefully. We allowed them to come closer and trade some animal
skins and moccasins for knives, red paint, and tobacco. But while they traded, they also
stole whatever they could without being caught. Since this kind of trading was clearly
unfair, we soon got tired of it, packed up our things, and left. They stood there staring at

us in surprise as we rode away.


https://user.xmission.com/~drudy/mtman/html/ferris/ferris.pdf
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Original
“Scarcely had we got under way on the morning of the eleventh, when we
discovered several mounted Indians approaching at full speed, who soon gave us to
understand that a large party of their people were close at hand coming to trade
with us. Mr. Fontenelle not doubting but that they came for the express purpose of
plundering us, immediately ordered a halt, and made preparations to give them a
reception more warm than welcome...
“They appeared to be about one hundred and fifty strong, (only thrice our number),
all admirably mounted, and all armed with bows and arrows, and spears, and a few
with guns. They wore buffalo robes about their middle, but from the waist upwards
were all magnificently naked. A few had on leggins of dressed skins, but generally
save their robes and moccasins, they were just as nature made them, except in the
matter of grease and paint. After some introductory chatterings, they informed us
that they were on a hunting expedition for buffalo, that they intended us no harm,
but on the contrary wished to trade with us in amity. They were then permitted to
come up, and exchange a few skins, moccasins, etc. for knives, vermillion, and
tobacco, pilfering the while every thing they could lay their hands upon without
being discovered. The reciprocity of this kind of commerce being as the Paddy
said, all on one side, we soon got tired of it, and unceremoniously packed up and

off, and left them gazing after us in no small astonishment.” (Chapter V).
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“Early Western Travels”

This is part of James O. Pattie s , “Personal Narrative” of his travels in the West, published in
“Early Western Travels”, which is a combination of multiple accounts. This account probably
happened on the Colorado River in southern Utah. [Changed for easier reading using
ChatGPT.] Original found at
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/46110/pg46110-images.html#FNanchor_72

Around noon, we said goodbye to the friendly Native Americans and kept slowly
drifting down the river, setting our traps whenever we saw signs of beavers.
Nothing exciting happened for a while, and no one bothered us until January Ist,
1828. That day, about fifty members of a tribe called the Pipi—whom the friendly
Indians had warned us about—suddenly attacked us with a shower of arrows. We
were floating near the middle of the river when they fired, and we quickly paddled
toward the opposite shore. We made it out of their range safely, and no one was
hurt. As soon as our boats touched land, we jumped out, aimed carefully, and fired
back to show them how much stronger our guns were than their bows. Six of the
Pipi were hit, and the rest immediately dropped to the ground and crawled away,
dodging and hiding as if the sky were about to fall on them. We loaded our guns
again and rowed across the river to the opposite shore, which was now empty. The
Indians who had been shot were lying on the sandy beach, and some of them were

still alive.
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Original
“At mid-day we bade these friendly Indians farewell, and resumed our slow
progress of floating slowly down the stream, still setting our traps, whenever
we found any indications of beavers. We met with no striking incident, and
experienced no molestation until January 1st, 1828. On this day we once
more received a shower of arrows from about fifty Indians of a tribe called
Pipi, of whom we were cautioned to beware by the friendly Indians we had
last left..When the Pipi fired upon us, we were floating near the middle of the
river. We immediately commenced pulling for the opposite shore, and were
soon out of the reach of their arrows, without any individual having been
wounded. As soon as our crafts touched the shore, we sprang upon the bank,
took fair aim, and showed them the difference between their weapons[201]
and ours, by levelling six of them. The remainder fell flat, and began to
dodge and skulk on all fours, as though the heavens had been loaded with
thunder and mill stones, which were about to rain on them from the clouds.
We re-loaded our guns, and rowed over to the opposite, and now deserted

shore. The fallen lay on the sand beach, some of them not yet dead.”

https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/46110/pg46110-images.html#FNanchor 72
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William Craig

William Craig was a trapper in the West, who told Thomas J. Beall about his experiences. Beall
retold Craig’s story in “Recollections of Wm. Craig”. [Changed for easier reading using
ChatGPT]. Original found at https://user.xmission.com/~drudy/mtman/html/craig.html

Craig soon joined a group of French Canadians who were about to travel up the
Missouri River on a trading trip. They used large boats called bateaus, which
made the journey slow and tiring. When they got close to Fort Benton, they met
a group of trappers who were heading to the Rocky Mountains. Craig decided to
leave the French Canadians and go with the trappers instead. Before long, he

became a skilled trapper and plainsman himself.

The main meeting place for trappers and Native Americans was Fort Bridger, on
the Green River in what is now Wyoming. It was there that Craig first met the
Nez Perce people, who told him that their land was full of beavers and other
animals with valuable furs. In the fall of 1829, William Craig, Joe Meek, and
Robert Newell went with a group of Nez Perce from the fort to their homeland
to trap along the Clearwater and Salmon Rivers. I’'m not sure how long they
stayed there—probably no more than two seasons. During that time, they each
married Nez Perce women, and when they were done trapping, they went back

with their wives to their old hunting grounds east of the Rocky Mountains.


https://user.xmission.com/~drudy/mtman/html/craig.html
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Original
“Craig soon joined a party of French Canadians who were on the eve of starting
up the Missouri river on a trading expedition and their mode of transportation
was with bateaus which made it a long tedious journey. When near Fort Benton
they encountered a party of trappers, their destination being the Rocky
mountains. Craig severed his connections with the Canadians, joined the
trappers, and in time became a full-fledged trapper and plainsman.
The main rendezvous for the trappers, and Indians also, was at Fort Bridger on
Green River, now Wyoming. It was there that Craig first met the Nez Perces
who told him of the quantities of beaver and other fur animals there were in the
waters of their country. In the fall of the year 1829, William Craig, Joe Meek
and Rob't Newell accompanied a party of Nez Perces from the rendezvous to
their country to engage in trapping on the waters of the Clearwater and Salmon.
I never knew how long they remained in their new field of operations, probably
not more than two seasons. It was here among the Nez Perces that they got their
Indian wives and accompanied by them they returned to their old haunts east of

the Rocky mountains.”
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Jedediah Smith

This quote comes from “Jedidah Smith's Journal - First Expedition to California”, written from
August 1826 to July 1827. [Chat GPT used for easier reading].
hitp.//www.mtmen.org/mtman/html/jsmith/jedexpedl.html

Knowing that the main chief and his group were not far away, I sent a Native American
to ask him to come see me. I really wanted to meet him and, if possible, convince him to
make a peace agreement with the Snake Indians, because they had been fighting each
other for a long time. I also wanted to learn more about the land to the south. After two
days, the messenger returned, but the chief would not come. He was afraid to leave his
group because he worried the Snake Indians might attack while he was gone. He sent a
message saying that if I was hunting beaver, I should pass his village, because there were

many beavers not far beyond where he was staying...

I later made a treaty with these Indians that allowed Americans to hunt, trap, and travel
through their land without being bothered. After thinking carefully, the chief said he
would go this far toward making peace with the Snake Indians: he promised that his
people would stop attacking them. I then told him that the Snake Indians had agreed to
stop fighting until the two groups could meet. I promised that when I returned from my

fall hunting trip, I would do everything I could to help arrange this meeting.

I found these Indians to be more honest than any others I had met in the area. They did
not seem interested in stealing and only asked for food if they truly needed a little meat.
Since stealing and begging were seen as very shameful traits and were common among

many tribes, being free from them was something rare and deserving of respect.
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Original
Understanding by them that the principal Chief with his band was not far off I sent an
Indian for him. I was anxious to see him and if possible persuade him to make a treaty
with the snake Indians for they had been constantly at war. I likewise wished to procure
some information as to the Country to the South. In two days the Indian returned. But the
Chief could not be persuaded to come. He was afraid to leave his Band on account of the
snakes who he was aprehensive might take the opportunity of his absence to make an
attack. He sent word that if Beaver hunting was my object I had better pass his village as
there were a good many beaver a short distance beyond where he then was... [I]
concluded a treaty with these Indians by which the Americans are allowed to hunt & trap
in and pass through their country unmolested and the chief after mature deliberation
declared he would go thus far towards making peace with the snakes that hostilities on
his part should cease. I then told him that the Snakes had consented to an armistice until a
meeting could be had between the two nations which on my return from my fall hunt I
engaged to forward by every means in my power. | found these Indians more honest than
any I had ever been with in the country. They appear to have verry little disposition to
steal and ask for nothing unless it may be a little meat. As stealing and Begging are the
most degrading features in the Indian character and as their prevalence is almost

universal so to be exempt from then is no ordinary merit.
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Northern Shoshoni in the Fur Trade

This quote comes from the article, “Northern Shoshoni Intertribal Trade and Fur Trade”, written
by the ldaho State Historical Societies, that describes trade between Native Americans before the
1800s. [Changed for easier reading using ChatGPT.] Original found at

https://history.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/0490_Northern-Shoshoni-Intertribal-Trade-and-Fur-

Trade.pdf

Farther west, where the Boise river joins the Snake River, the Northern
Shoshoni had an important trading center during salmon season, long
before the Hudson’s Bay Company built Fort Boise. During this time,
the Northern Shoshoni met with many other Native groups from across
the West for a big intertribal fair. People traded Nez Perce and Walla
Walla (indigenous tribes) horses, Northern Paiute obsidian arrowheads,
seashell ornaments from the Pacific Coast (brought by Umatilla and
Cayuse traders), and Shoshoni buffalo hides and meat from the eastern
plains. Cheyenne and Arapaho groups brought hundreds of strong cedar
poles for tipis from Colorado, and Crow people traveled from Wyoming
looking for wives. Many others came too—the whole festival acted as a
huge marriage market, a horse market, and a general trade fair all at

once.
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Farther west, in a zone where the Boise, Owyhee, Malheur, Payette, and
Weiser rivers all flow into the Snake, the Northern Shoshoni had an
important trading center during salmon season long before the Hudson's
Bay Company built Fort Boise. Here the Northern Shoshoni met other
Indian peoples from a broad western area for a great intertribal fair
during salmon fishing season. Nez Perce and Walla Walla horses,
Northern Paiute obsidian arrowheads, Pacific Coast ornamental seashells
(brought in by Umatilla and Cayuse intermediaries), and Shoshoni
buffalo hides and meat from the eastern plains were bartered there year
after year. In addition, Cheyenne and Arapaho bands dragged superior
cedar tipi poles from Colorado by the hundreds, and Crows came from
Wyoming in search of wives. So did many others: the entire festival
formed a grand marriage market as well as a horse market and general

trade fair.
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Intertribal Relations

This article, “Indian Participation in the Rocky Mountain Fur Trade” is written by Jay Buckley,
history professor at Brigham Young University. [Changed for easier reading using ChatGPT.]
Original found at

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cqi?article=8157 &context=facpub

The Eastern Shoshones (Utah Indians) got along well with their western and northern
relatives, as well as with the Flatheads, Nez Perce, and sometimes the Crows. But
their main enemies were the Blackfeet and Arapahos— especially after British traders
from Canada gave the Blackfeet guns. This led to the rise of the powerful Blackfoot
Confederacy, which joined together several northern tribes: the Blackfeet, Bloods,
Piegans, and Atsinas. This group was much larger than the Shoshones—more than
five times their size—and their land stretched from the Saskatchewan River down to
the Yellowstone River. The Atsinas caused the most trouble because they often
traveled through western Wyoming to visit their Arapaho relatives in the southeast.
The movement of American traders into the American West made cultural conflict
and violence worse between Native nations. Some tribes had strong ties to the British,
while others depended on Americans for trade goods and guns to protect themselves
and their land. The Lewis and Clark expedition started friendly relationships with the
Shoshone people. However, Meriwether Lewis increased the anger of the Blackfeet
toward Americans and their Native allies when a random meeting ended in a fight that

killed two Blackfeet warriors.
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Original
“The Eastern Shoshones got along well with their western and northern relatives,
as well as with the Flatheads, Nez Percé¢, and occasionally the Crows. Their
principle enemies, however, were the Blackfeet and Arapahos, especially after
British traders from Canada began supplying the Blackfeet with firearms. What
resulted was a powerful Blackfoot Confederacy that allied northern plains tribes of
the Blackfeet (Siksikas), Bloods (Kainahs), Piegans, and the Atsinas. This
confederacy outnumbered the Shoshones more than five-to-one and ranged from
the Saskatchewan to the Yellowstone rivers. The Atsinas proved a most
troublesome foe since they regularly traveled through western Wyoming to visit
their Arapaho cousins to the southeast.
The advance of American traders into the American West only intensified the
cultural conflict and violence between those nations with British ties and those
relying upon Americans for trade goods and firearms to defend themselves and
their natural resources. The Lewis and Clark expedition had initiated friendly
relations with the Shoshones. But Meriwether Lewis intensified the animosity of
the Blackfeet towards Americans and their Indian allies when a chance encounter

led to the death of two Blackfeet warriors in a fight" (pg. 85)
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The Paiute Tribe of Utah

The book “A History of Utah's American Indians” writes the stories of Utah Native Americans
using native perspectives, and is a secondary source. [Chat GPT used for easier reading]
https://www.jstor.org/stable/].ctt46nwms. 6 ?searchText=The+Goshute+Indians+of+Utah

Up until the mid-1600s, the Utes and Paiutes lived in very similar ways. This began to
change when the Utes got horses. Horses allowed the Utes to travel faster and farther,
which led to many changes in their culture. Over time, horses also hurt the mostly
friendly relationship between the Utes and Paiutes. The Utes started attacking Paiute
villages and capturing women and children, who were taken as slaves and traded in
the Rio Grande Valley and in California. The Navajos and the Spanish also carried out
slave raids. Because of this, the Paiute population became unbalanced, with fewer
men than women and children. In 1776, the Dominguez-Escalante group from Santa

Fe became the first Europeans to record a visit to Utah Paiute lands.

By the mid-1800s, the Paiutes had only met a small number of Euro-Americans,
mostly traders, travelers, and trappers. The Old Spanish Trail, which ran from Santa
Fe to California, was heavily used from about 1830 to 1850 and went directly through
Paiute territory. Most people traveling on the trail were heading to the rich farmland
of California. As travel increased, it passed through Paiute farming areas so often that
the Paiutes were forced to leave fields that were too close to the trail. There were only
a few conflicts. These included occasional gunshots fired by settlers and some

livestock stolen by the Paiutes.
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Original
Up until the mid-1600s, the Utes and Paiutes essentially shared a similar way of
life. Once the Utes acquired the horse, however, a series of cultural changes took
place among the Utes based on the mobility provided by horses. Later, the horse
would prove to be devastating to their generally friendly relationship with the
Paiutes, as the Utes began to raid Paiute villages and take women and children as
slaves to trade in the Rio Grande Valley and in California. Other slave raids also
came from the Navajos and the Spanish. This activity created a population
imbalance among Paiutes of males to females and children. In 1776 the
Dominguez-Escalante party from Santa Fe made the first recorded European visit
to Utah Paiute lands.
Through the mid-1800s the Paiutes had encountered only a few Euro-Americans,
primarily traders, travelers, and trappers. The Old Spanish Trail from Santa Fe to
California flourished from 1830 to about 1850 and passed right through the middle
of Paiute territory. Most of the travelers were passing through to the fertile fields of
California. Eventually the traffic through some Paiute farming areas was so heavy
that the Paiutes had to abandon fields that were too close to the trail. Skirmishes
were few, being limited to random potshots by the intruding pioneers and the theft

of some livestock by the Paiutes. (pg 128-129)
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American Fur Traders and the Utes

This is part of an article called "Prelude to Dispossession: The Fur Trade's Significance for the
Northern Utes and Southern Paiutes,” by the historian John R. Alley Jr. Alley cites the writing of
Thomas James, an American trapper, who quotes a message sent to him by the Utes. [Changed
for easier reading using ChatGPT.] Original found at

https://issuu.com/utah10/docs/uhg volume50 1982 number2/s/134298

In 1822 the Southern Utes told Thomas James about their desire to trade more with them:
The Ute people sent a message saying, “We know you are Americans. We want to trade
with you. Come to our land with your goods and trade with the Utes. We have plenty of
horses, mules, and sheep—more than we need. We’ve heard you want beaver skins.
Come visit us, and you can have as many as you like. The Spaniards won’t trade fairly
with us—they won’t even give us two loads of gunpowder and lead for one beaver skin,
and that’s because they don’t have enough supplies themselves.”

The American fur traders agreed and began moving north from New Mexico. Within two
years, they traveled through the lands of the Southern Utes and into the homeland of the
Northern Utes. In 1824, several groups entered Utah, but none was more important than
the one led by Etienne Provost. While camped near the Jordan River, eight of Provost’s
men were killed by a group of Shoshone led by Bad Gocha. After that, Provost turned to
the nearby Utes for protection and to trade with them. The next spring, another trapper
named Peter Skene Ogden met Provost in Weber Canyon. Provost was traveling with
about twenty Utes, three of whom wore Spanish crosses. That year, he got most of his

furs from trading with the Utes.
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Original
“In 1822 the Southern Utes indicated to Thomas James their desire to increase the
trade:

‘You are Americans, we are told . . . We want your trade. Come to our country with
your goods. Come and trade with the Utahs. We have horses, mules, and sheep,
more than we want. We heard that you wanted beaver skins. . . . Come over among
us and you shall have as many beaver skins as you want. . . . These Spaniards . . .
wont even give us two loads of powder and lead for a beaver skin, and for a good
reason. They have not as .much as they want themselves’

American fur traders responded. Within tw r o years they had moved north from
"New Mexico through the lands of the Southern Utes and into the Utah homelands
of the Northern Utes. Of the several parties that entered Utah in 1824, none was
more important than that led by Etienne Provost. After Shoshones under Bad
Gocha killed eight of Provost's men on the Jordan River, Provost turned to nearby
Utes for protection as well as trade. When Peter Skene Ogden met him the next
spring in Weber Canyon, Provost was accompanied by a band of twenty Utes, three
of whom wore Spanish crosses. He apparently obtained many of his furs that year

from the Utes.”
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Rendezvous

The article, “Ute Indians of Utah, Colorado, and New Mexico” describes the “rendezvous” that

trappers organized to expand trade. [ChatGPT used for easier reading]
https://books.google.com/books?id=dMSIAWA AQBAJ&Ipg=PR7&ots=M 1sjg7MP6C&dqg=ute

%20trade&lr&pg=PAS 1#v=onepage&g&f=false

In 1825, north of the Uinta Mountains, William Ashley held the first “rendezvous,” a
big meeting for traders, trappers, and Native Americans who wanted to exchange
goods. These gatherings meant trappers no longer had to travel all the way to places
like St. Louis, Santa Fe, or Taos to sell what they had. Over time, the rendezvous
became yearly summer trade fairs. Most were held near the Uinta Mountains or the
Green River area at Brown’s Hole, although one took place in Colorado’s San Luis
Valley. That location was given up because the nearby town of Taos charged very high
taxes on trade.

People traded items that were very valuable to Native groups—things like guns and
ammunition, wool blankets, knives, tobacco, traps, colorful powders, ornaments, and
sometimes whiskey. In return, trappers and Native Americans brought furs, hides,
meat, horses, and other goods. After spending long, freezing winters setting traps in
icy rivers, many trappers spent their earnings quickly during the lively celebrations at
the rendezvous. Because whiskey was common at these events, some Native
Americans ended up trading their items for less than they were worth, and in some
cases, Native women were treated unfairly and traded or pressured into harmful

situations.
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Original
““In 1825, north of the Uinta mountains, Ashley held the first rendezvous for
traders, trappers, and Indians who had joined in opportunities to trade. The
rendezvous eliminated the need for trappers to journey to St. Louis, Santa Fe,
and Taos and evolved into annual trade fairs, held in the summer. Most took
place near the Uinta Mountains or in the Green River country at Brown’s
Hole, although at least one was held in Colorado’s San Luis Valley, a location
that was abandoned to avoid high tariffs imposed at nearby Taos.

The trade offered a wealth of goods desired by native people— guns and
ammunition, woolen blankets, knives and tobacco, vermilion and ornaments,
traps, and whiskey. Trappers and Indians brought furs, hides, meat, horses,
native women, and a colossal appetite for debauchery. Following a long cold
winter setting traps in icy water, the trappers enjoyed a frenzy of recreation
that often wiped out all their profits, while, besotted by whiskey, Indians

accepted less than fair value in trading and sold their women as prostitutes.”

(pg 51)
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