
Joe Hill, about 1911: “Casey Jones– The Union Scab,” performed by Pete Seeger in 1990 

Joe Hill wrote songs for the labor movement. This song is a parody of an American folk song about Casey
Jones, a train engineer who died trying to prevent his train from crashing. The real Casey Jones had been 
a union member, but Joe Hill’s parody shows him as a “scab” to make a point. “Scabbing” meant 
working while a union was trying to have a strike. S. P. stands for Southern Pacific, a railroad line. Scan
the QR code or follow the link to listen! 

 

Link: Casey Jones (The Union Scab) 

Lyrics: 

The workers on the S.P. line for strike sent out a call Well Casey got up to heaven to the pearly gate 
But Casey Jones the engineer, he wouldn’t strike at
all 

He said, “I’m Casey Jones, the guy that pulled the
S.P. freight” 

His boiler it was leaking, and the drivers on the bum “You’re just the man,” said Peter, “our musicians 
And the engines and the bearings, they were all out
of plum 

Casey Jones, kept his junkpile running 
Casey Jones, was doing double-time 
Casey Jones, got a wooden medal 
For being good and faithful on the S.P. line 

The workers said to Casey, “Won’t you help us win
this strike?” 
But Casey said, “Let me alone, you’d better take 
hike” 
Well Casey’s wheezy engine ran right off the 
worn-out track 
And Casey hit the river with an awful crack 
Casey Jones, hit the river bottom 
Casey Jones, broke his blooming spine 
Casey Jones, turned into an angel 
He took a trip to heaven on the S.P. line 

are on strike 
You can get a job a-scabbing any time you like” 

Casey Jones, got a job in heaven 
Casey Jones, was doing mighty fine 
Casey Jones, went scabbing on the angels 
Just like he did to workers on the S.P. line 

Well the angels got together, they said it wasn’t fair
For Casey Jones to go around a-scabbing 
everywhere 
The angels union number twenty-three, they sure 
were there 
They promptly fired Casey down the Golden Stairs 

Casey Jones, went to hell a-flying 
Casey Jones, the devil said “Oh fine" 
Casey Jones, get busy shoveling sulphur 
It’s what you get for scabbing on the S.P. line 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-rZzKBOMbA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-rZzKBOMbA


January 15, 1914: “Youth Partially Identifies Hill,” The Salt Lake Tribune 

Merlin, the younger Morrison son who witnessed the murders, visited Joe Hill in jail to see if he
recognized him. This article from a local newspaper is about what Merlin reportedly said after
the visit. [Changed slightly for easier reading, but the quote from Merlin is the original text.] 

Link: Salt Lake Tribune | 1914-01-15 | Page 2 | Youth Partially Identifies Hill | | Utah Digital
Newspapers 

Joe Hill is being held in the county jail for the murder of John G. Morrison and his son, John

Arling Morrison. He somewhat resembles the man whom Merlin Morrison says he saw murder

his father and brother Saturday night. After his visit to the county jail yesterday, Merlin said: 

“Hill is about the same size and height as one of the men who entered my father’s store Saturday

night. As the light was dim I could not get a lasting impression of the man’s features, but Hill

appears to be very much the same build as the man who entered the store first and whom I saw

murder my father. After my father had fallen and the murderers saw that my brother intended to

fire in return the man whom I think resembles Hill crouched behind the end of the counter and

shot my brother." 

https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=14465083&q=Joe+Hill&sort=rel&year_start=1914&year_end=1915&facet_city=%22Salt+Lake+City%22
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=14465083&q=Joe+Hill&sort=rel&year_start=1914&year_end=1915&facet_city=%22Salt+Lake+City%22
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=14465083&q=Joe+Hill&sort=rel&year_start=1914&year_end=1915&facet_city=%22Salt+Lake+City%22


There were also issues the jury did not consider:

The revenge theory: 

Sheila McCann, 2015: The Trial of Joe Hill: What the Jury Did and Didn’t Hear, 
Tribune
Below are excerpts from a Salt Lake Tribune article that summarized major topics in Joe Hill’s trial.
Find the whole article here. [Changed for easier reading.] 
The case against Hill didn't include a murder weapon, a motive, or even a certain witness. It was built
on this reasoning: Someone who looked like Hill was in the neighborhood and inside the store on the
night of the murders, someone was shot by young Arling Morrison, and Hill was shot that night. The
verdict has been analyzed for the past 100 years. People have said that the jury was unfair or that Hill
was framed by Mormons, copper bosses, or people who opposed unions. One historian blames Hill's
lawyers. Here are some of the issues the jury considered: 

The eyewitness: Merlin Morrison, then 13, was in the back of the store when his father and older
brother were shot. After seeing Hill in jail, Merlin said that he looked somewhat like the attacker who
shot his father. But Hill later claimed that Merlin "spoke his mind right out" at their meeting, saying,
“No, that is not the man at all. The ones I saw were shorter and heavier-set.” Later at the trial, Merlin
could only say that Hill's general appearance was the same as one of the killers, who both wore hats 
and had bandanas over their noses and chins. 

The attorneys: Partway through the trial, Hill tried to fire his attorneys, but they ended up staying. 
Hill said that they were not catching problems with witnesses’ stories. For example, at the first 
hearing, no witnesses mentioned scars on the faces of men walking near the Morrisons' store. Yet later
at trial, several witnesses said that they remembered a man with scars. (Hill had scars on his face from 
a medical treatment in Sweden.) 

Arling's shot and Hill’s gunshot wound: The attorneys argued over whether Arling Morrison had
actually fired a gun back at the attackers. The bullets fired by the attackers were all found in the store,
but Arling's bullet was never found. The bullet that struck Hill exited out his back, so it was strange 
that it was not in the store. Also, the bullet hole in Hill's clothing was several inches lower than his
wound. A defense doctor testified that Hill must have been holding his hands over his head when he
was shot. But the prosecuting attorney suggested that Hill may have been leaning over the store's
counter to shoot Arling. 

The Salt Lake 

JohnMorrison had stopped two earlier attempts to rob him. Between those failed 
attacks, he had briefly served as a police officer. He told several people in the months before the 
murders that he feared someone from the neighborhood wanted to kill him. But the judge refused to 
hear from a reporter who had interviewed Morrison about his fears. 

A motive: The assassins made no attempt to steal money from the store before fleeing. There was no
evidence that Hill had known John Morrison and had any disagreement with him. 

Hill's confession: Physician Frank McHugh, the doctor who treated Hill's gunshot wound, claimed
decades later (in 1946) that Hill had confessed to him. McHugh said that Hill admitted to have shot the
Morrisons in self-defense as each reached for a gun. There was no evidence John Morrison, who had
been moving potatoes when he was shot, ever reached for a gun. Some historians dismiss the 
confession story and others call it a mystery. 

https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/trial.html
https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/trial.html


May 6, 1915: “Says Hill is Not Guilty,” Salt Lake Herald-Republican 

This article from a local newspaper talks about what one IWW leader, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn,
said about Joe Hill. [Changed for easier reading.] 

“People of Salt Lake do not believe that Joe Hill is guilty of murder,” declared Miss Elizabeth
Gurley Flynn in her speech last night. 

“He is not in the county jail here because he is a murderer. Were it not for the IWW songs and
songbooks, it might not have been known that Joe Hill is an IWW. It is because he is an IWW
that he is here under sentence of death. It is hoped [by the authorities] that in this way members
of the organization will be intimidated and the organization crushed.” 

This was one of the outbursts of Miss Flynn which was applauded last night by the 100 or more
men and women present. Miss Flynn is an organizer, lecturer and writer for the IWW from New
York. She was prominent in the “free speech” fight in Spokane in 1907 and in the strike troubles
in Massachusetts and New Jersey. 

Link: Salt Lake Herald-Republican | 1915-05-06 | Page 7 | Says Hill is Not Guilty | | Utah Digital
Newspapers 

https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=10006444&q=Joe+Hill&sort=rel&year_start=1914&year_end=1915&facet_city=%22Salt+Lake+City%22
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=10006444&q=Joe+Hill&sort=rel&year_start=1914&year_end=1915&facet_city=%22Salt+Lake+City%22
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=10006444&q=Joe+Hill&sort=rel&year_start=1914&year_end=1915&facet_city=%22Salt+Lake+City%22


Joe Hill, August 15, 1915: Letter to the Salt Lake Telegram, Utah State Archives 
This letter was written by Joe Hill on August 15, 1915 while he was awaiting execution in the
State Prison. It was published in the Salt Lake Telegram newspaper on Aug. 22, 1915. Vagrancy
means wandering from place to place without a permanent home. [Changed for easier reading.]
The main reason I tried to fire my attorneys was that they never tried to cross-examine the
witnesses. They did not share the arguments in my defense. When I asked them why they 
were letting witnesses change their stories from the preliminary hearing, they told me that 
the preliminary hearing had nothing to do with the current hearing and that they could not 
legally use the records. When I picked up a record myself and tried to look at it, one of 
them took it away from me. I then concluded that they were not there to defend me, and I 
did what any other man would have done: I stood up and showed them the door. But, to my 
great surprise, I learned that the judge could force me to keep them, in spite of my protests. 
The most important fact, however, is this: I never killed Morrison and do not know a 
thing about it. 
There were men on my jury who were not reviewed for the case. There are errors and lies 
that are screaming to high heaven for mercy. I know that I, according to the law, am entitled 
to a new trial. The fact that the supreme court will not give me one proves that the beautiful 
term “equality before the law” is just an empty phrase in Salt Lake City. 

Judge Hilton of Denver, one of the greatest authorities on law, said this: “The decision of 
the supreme court surprised me greatly, but the reason why they affirmed the verdict is, I 
think, because of the rotten records made by the lower court.” 

In conclusion I wish to state that my criminal record is not quite as bad as people say. I 
have only been arrested once in my life, for vagrancy related to a strike in California. I 
have always worked hard for a living and paid for everything I got, and I spend my spare 
time painting pictures, writing songs, and composing music. 

Now, if the people of the state of Utah want to shoot me without giving me half a chance 
to state my side of the case, bring on your firing squads-- I am ready for you. I have lived 
like an artist and I shall die like an artist. 

Respectfully yours, 

Joseph Hillstrom 





Eugene Debs, August 20, 1915: Clemency Plea to the Governor 

In this letter, Eugene Debs asks Gov. William Spry to grant clemency to Joe Hill. Clemency
means lenience or mercy. Eugene Debs was a co-founder of the Industrial Workers of the World
(IWW) and ran for president of the United States five times as a socialist. [Changed for easier
reading.] 

Link to a picture of the original letter:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d_nAiwu7N8OBQk1DWdIck9-Q155JvXYR/view 

Dear Governor Spry, 

Please allow me to say a word on behalf of Joseph Hillstrom (also known as Joe Hill). From

reports that have come to me from trustworthy sources, I am convinced that there is more than

reasonable doubt about the guilt of this unfortunate brother of ours in the cause of labor. He was

convicted on circumstantial evidence and denied the right to choose his own attorneys. At the

same time, there was definitely a strong bias against him because of his involvement in the labor

movement. 

Joe Hill is a poet, a writer of songs, a man of soul and a tender and sympathetic nature. The 

crime of murder is as unthinkable to him as it would be to anyone else like him. For this reason

and others I will not trouble you with, I beg you to take a serious look at the case of Joe Hill. If

you do, I am confident that you will grant him legal clemency. Joe Hill is not a murderer; he is a

man, and the great state of Utah (where murder is so hated) cannot afford to take his life. 

Thank you sincerely, for myself and for the working people in whose behalf Joe Hill has labored

and suffered and made many sacrifices. I remain, 

Yours very truly, 

Eugene V. Debs 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d_nAiwu7N8OBQk1DWdIck9-Q155JvXYR/view


W. A. P. Ekengren, September 26, 1915: Letter to Governor Spry on behalf of Sweden 

This letter, from the Minister of Sweden in the United States, officially requests that Spry hold off
Hill’s execution and re-examine Hill’s case. [Changed for easier reading.] 

 

His Excellency the Governor of the State of Utah. 

 
Link: https://images.archives.utah.gov/digital/collection/p17010coll5/id/1/rec/7 

Because of information received from lawyers as well as from numerous other responsible

persons familiar with the circumstances of Swedish subject Joseph Hillstrom’s trial and

conviction in Utah, I deem it my duty as the official representative of my country to the United

States to most earnestly ask for a postponement of the execution for long enough to permit a

repeated and thorough examination of this case. I ask for a kind acknowledgment that you

received this request and remain very respectfully 

his excellency W. A. P. Ekengren, 

Minister of Sweden. 

https://images.archives.utah.gov/digital/collection/p17010coll5/id/1/rec/7
https://images.archives.utah.gov/digital/collection/p17010coll5/id/1/rec/7


Woodrow Wilson, September 30, 1915: Letter asking to postpone Hill’s execution 

 
Photo by Jeremy Harmon, The Salt Lake Tribune 
Link: https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/letters/letters.html.

This telegram from President Woodrow Wilson to Utah Governor William Spry in September led
to a brief pause before Joe Hill's execution. Later, another appeal from the president was 
rejected and Hill was executed. 

The White House, Washington, D. C. 
Sept. 30, 1915. 
Hon. William Spry, 

Governor of Utah, Salt Lake, Utah. 

Respectfully ask if it would not be possible to postpone execution of [Joseph] Hillstrom who I 

understand is a Swedish Subject until the Swedish Minister has an opportunity to present his 

view of the case fully to your Excellency. 

Woodrow Wilson. 

https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/letters/letters.html
https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/letters/letters.html


David O. McKay and Governor William Spry: Letters about the Joe Hill Case 
These letters are between Governor William Spry and David O. McKay, then an apostle in The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. [Both letters changed for easier reading.] 

This is the governor’s response (Oct. 6, 1915): 

This is the letter from Elder McKay to the governor (Sept. 30, 1915): 

Link to picture of the original letters:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tcC-VsKZ2DdZMHXQiLK72cUoJ3Vtsgpz/view?usp=sharing 

Dear Mr. McKay: 

I received your letter and humbly express my appreciation for your thoughts about what State
officials did in the Hillstrom case. While we have been bombarded with the most awful and
vicious threats, all we want to do is to make sure that justice wins and that law and order do not
get overthrown in this State. 

It is good to know that we have the support of the people, and I wish again to express my
personal appreciation of your kindness. 

Dear Governor Spry: 

I must express to you my appreciation of the strong, dignified, and just attitude you kept during 
the notorious Hillstrom case. 

I haven't seen you since last March, but I am not going to let the fact that you ignored my plea on
that occasion blind me to your virtues as a man and as chief Executive of our state. 

In your determination to maintain the majesty of the law, and to defend, at all hazards, the cause 
of Justice, as you have done in this case, you deserve the hearty approval and the admiration of 
all law-abiding people. 

Sincerely, your old friend and brother, 
David O. McKay. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tcC-VsKZ2DdZMHXQiLK72cUoJ3Vtsgpz/view?usp=sharing


Frank P. Sibley, November 7, 1915: Letter to Governor Spry 

Frank P. Sibley, a reporter for the newspaper The Boston Globe, wrote this letter to Governor
Spry after attending three days of Joe Hill support rallies in Boston. [Changed slightly for easier
reading.] 

Yours very respectfully,

Frank P. Sibley 

To His Excellency the Governor of Utah:

If the claims of Hillstrom's friends are true (and there is nobody here to contradict them) no man is

sure of fairness from the courts of Utah, even with his life at stake. On your recent visit to this

city, you won respect and friends. Some of the very men you met are upset over this case. They

had been convinced that Hillstrom was unfairly convicted and is to be illegally murdered. As a

reporter of 25 years experience, I do not form my judgments in that way. 

But I say again, with all the power I can, that you, sir, would serve your state best at this time by

assuring the country that it is safe for any man to enter Utah expecting to have their rights

protected. I believe public opinion is growing fast. Whether or not it is misinformed, it is against

your authorities and your courts. 

Sir; I have just returned from a meeting held to protest against the execution of Joseph Hillstrom.

From so far away, I cannot form any opinion of the man's guilt or innocence. But I do believe 

that the story told by Hillstrom's friends for the past three days in Boston contains so much

evidence of truth that the State of Utah, for its own sake, should insist upon the fullest

investigation and the fullest publicity. 



 
Photo by Jeremy Harmon, Salt Lake Tribune 
Link: https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/letters/letters.html.

https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/letters/letters.html
https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/letters/letters.html


Helen Keller, 1915: Letter to Governor Spry 
This letter was sent to Governor Spry by Helen Keller, an American author and disability rights
activist who was both deaf and blind. At the time of Joe Hill’s trial, Keller was 35 years old,
likely lived in New York, and was a member of the Socialist Party of America. 
 

William Spry, Governor of Utah. 

Helen Keller 

 
Link: Transcript for telegram from Helen Keller to Governor William Spry of Utah asking for a
stay of exec... 1915 

I implore your Excellency, in the name of the Saviour of men, to stay [stop] the execution of

Joseph Hillstrom. Remember that what we do unto the least of His brothers we do unto Him. Out

of my weakness I beseech [ask] you to lift your strong arm in defence of a helpless man who, I

believe, is being unjustly sent to a horrible death. Thousands of intelligent people believe

Hillstrom is innocent. I shall feel doubly deaf and blind if I learn tomorrow that this young singer

has been taken from us while there is widespread doubt of his guilt. 

(Written above crossed-out part:) You alone can save him now. 

https://www.afb.org/HelenKellerArchive?a=d&d=A-HK01-03-B059-F10-002.1.1&e=-------en-20--1--txt--------1-4-1-undefined-2--------------0-1
https://www.afb.org/HelenKellerArchive?a=d&d=A-HK01-03-B059-F10-002.1.1&e=-------en-20--1--txt--------1-4-1-undefined-2--------------0-1
https://www.afb.org/HelenKellerArchive?a=d&d=A-HK01-03-B059-F10-002.1.1&e=-------en-20--1--txt--------1-4-1-undefined-2--------------0-1


Hilda Erickson, June 22, 1949: Letter to a historian 

This is part of a letter written by Hilda Erickson, a friend of Otto Applequist and Joe Hill. She
wrote this letter to Professor Aubrey Haan in the 1940s when he was researching the Hill case
for a book. [Changed for easier reading.] 

Link: https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/letters/haanletters.html 

When I heard this about Otto I was very angry. Then I knew that Otto had left because Joe could
have died. But when I heard about the Morrison case, I was troubled and did not know what to
think. I saw Joe every Sunday afternoon in the Salt Lake jail. I would speak English to him, but
he would talk Swedish to me in a low voice and tell me not to say a word, because he was
innocent of the Morrison case and the state of Utah could not prove him guilty. 

Iwas engaged to marry Otto. A week before Joe was wounded, I told Otto that I had changed my
mind and was not marrying anybody. Otto got very angry and asked me if I liked Joe better than
him. I said no. I heard Joe tease Otto once, saying that he was going to take me away from him. 

Please do not misunderstand me. Otto and Joe were perfect gentlemen. They treated me with the
utmost respect because they admired my whole family. Joe was wounded on the same night as 
the Morrison case. The next Sunday afternoon. I saw Joe in my grandmother's parlor. He was 
lying on her old-fashioned iron cot. I asked him what was wrong. He said, “nothing much.” But I
was not satisfied with the answer. So he finally told me that Otto shot him in a fit of anger. Otto
was sorry right afterwards and carried him to Dr. McHugh’s office. 

https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/letters/haanletters.html
https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/letters/haanletters.html


Thomas G. Alexander, 2003: , page 264Utah: The Right Place

This is an excerpt from a Utah history textbook. Disbarring an attorney means taking away their

legal status so they cannot be an attorney anymore. [Changed for quicker reading.] 

The IWW was unpopular in Utah because of its support of Joe Hill, a Swedish emigrant and
travelling poet and songwriter. Hill’s fortunes took a decided turn for the worse on January 12,
1914, when Salt Lake City police arrested him for the murder of grocer John G. Morrison and his
son Arling. Arling had shot one of the robbers before his death, and the travelling poet had
appeared at the office of Dr. Frank M. McHugh with a recent gunshot wound that he refused to
explain publicly. 

After Hill was convicted on indirect evidence, a flood of letters poured into Governor Spry’s 
office from concerned citizens, the Swedish consul, and President Woodrow Wilson. They 
wanted Hill’s sentence to be changed from death to just life in prison, but Spry refused to budge. 
On November 19, 1915, a firing squad executed Hill. In the bitter atmosphere of the trial and 
execution, Utah’s courts disbarred Hill’s attorney, O. N. Hilton, and the University of Utah fired 
Virginia Snow Stephen—both outspoken opponents of the death penalty—for their criticism of 
Utah’s governor and judges. These penalties seem like major breaches of civil liberties. 

Moreover, after the rage had subsided, labor historian Vernon Jensen learned in an interview with 
Dr. McHugh that Hill had privately confessed to the murders. In spite of a reward offered for 
information, McHugh, a Socialist who opposed capital punishment, did not volunteer the 
information because he feared that speaking up would lead to Hill’s execution. Over time, 
McHugh became less reluctant to reveal what he knew, and the doctor’s testimony seems to 
leave Hill’s guilt obvious. Nevertheless, doubts still persist about the fairness of the trail in the 
emotionally-charged atmosphere. 



Bruce Springsteen, performed May 1, 2014: “Joe Hill” 

Lyrics: 
I dreamed I saw Joe Hill last night
Alive as you or me 
Says I, But Joe, you're ten years dead
I never died, says he 
I never died, says he 

In Salt Lake, Joe, says I to him 
Him standing by my bed 
They framed you on a murder charge
Says Joe, But I ain't dead 
Says Joe, But I ain't dead 

The copper bosses killed you, Joe
They shot you, Joe, says I 
Takes more than guns to kill a man
Says Joe, I didn't die 
Says Joe, I didn't die 

And standing there as big as life 
And smiling with his eyes 
Joe says, What they forgot to kill 

This song was originally written by Alfred Hayes and Earl Robinson in 1936. Bruce Springsteen
is an American singer. Scan the QR code or follow the link to listen! 

Link: Bruce Springsteen- "Joe Hill" (Tampa, FL 05/01/14) 

Went on to organize 
Went on to organize 

Joe Hill ain't dead, he says to me 
Joe Hill ain't never died 
Where working men are out on strike
Joe Hill is at their side 
Joe Hill is at their side 

From San Diego up to Maine 
In every mine and mill 
Where workers strike and organize
Says he, You'll find Joe Hill 
Says he, You'll find Joe Hill 

I dreamed I saw Joe Hill last night
Alive as you or me 
Says I, But Joe, you're ten years dead
I never died, says he 
I never died, says he 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T2UF8yw89yE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T2UF8yw89yE


2015: “A century of grief: The family of John G. Morrison,” and “The Morrison family: A
century of pain,” The Salt Lake Tribune 

 
The reporters also wrote an article about the Morrisons. Here are some quotes [changed for 
easier reading]: 

Merlin Morrison, who witnessed the murders at age 13, said: "I am sure that the men didn't mean
to rob the store, because one of them said as he rushed in: ‘We've got you now!' And then he 
fired. It must have been revenge." John Morrison had been confronted by gunmen three times
before. After the last attack, John told a reporter that the attackers wanted to kill him. He and
Arling were killed four months later. 

The surviving Morrison children shared an unshakable belief that Hill murdered John and Arling.
"There was no forgiveness for Joe Hill whatsoever," Merlin’s son said. He said that Merlin didn't
just "believe" Hill was guilty, he "knew" — "because he had seen Joe Hill before when [he and
other IWWs] came into the store and demanded that two men be hired that were union. And in 
the conversation they told John G., ‘If you don't, you'll be sorry.'" 

The young Merlin never told that story to police or in court. It appears to be an encounter he 
began describing later in life. The Morrisons' small, family-owned store would not have been a
typical target for the IWW, which aimed its organizing efforts at larger industries. 

The people interviewed in this video are descendents of shopkeeper John G. Morrison and his
son John Arlington Morrison, who were both murdered. The video shows how their family
remembers the murders (and the trial of Joe Hill). Scan the QR code or follow the link to watch. 

The Morrison
family before the
shooting. 
Photo courtesy of
the Morrison family. 

Link to the video: A century of grief: The family of John G. Morrison 

Link to the article: https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/morrisons.html 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WO3VfxGISkQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WO3VfxGISkQ
https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/morrisons.html
https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/morrisons.html


2015: Joe Hill Murals in Salt Lake City 
One union in Salt Lake City decided to put up a mural of Joe Hill. Two of its members, Josh and
Heidi Belka, painted it without sharing their ideas first. It had a picture of Hill surrounded by
some of his song lyrics, plus some phrases like “Fire Your Boss” and “Murdered by the
Capitalist Class.” 

 

Then someone (probably another member from the same union) painted over the mural with an 
American flag. The union president said that he didn’t know who did it, but that he had worried 
that the original mural sent the wrong message. The Belkas later painted a new version of the 
mural on another building. 

The original mural on the union building 

 

The Belkas next to the first mural after it 
was painted over 

The new mural 

Link to the images and story: https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/mural.html 

https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/mural.html
https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/mural.html


Pat Bagley, 2015: “Joe Hill: His Story,” The Salt Lake Tribune 

Pat Bagley, a cartoonist for the 
story of Joe Hill. He says in the introduction:
 
“The first thing I did was toss out the idea that this would be an unbiased narrative. ‘Joe Hill: His 

, wrote this short graphic novel telling the 

 
In other words, it takes the position that Joe Hill was innocent. 

Follow the link or scan the QR code to read the story. 

Salt Lake Tribune

 
Link: https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/bagley.html 

Story’ is told from Hill's point of view and is unapologetic in prosecuting hisclaim that hewas
railroaded by Utah authorities.” 

https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/bagley.html
https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/bagley.html
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	Joe Hill, August 15, 1915: Letter to the Salt Lake Telegram, Utah State Archives  This letter was written by Joe Hill on August 15, 1915 while he was awaiting execution in the State Prison. It was published in the Salt Lake Telegram newspaper on Aug. 22, 1915. Vagrancy means wandering from place to place without a permanent home. [Changed for easier reading.] The main reason I tried to fire my attorneys was that they never tried to cross-examine the witnesses. They did not share the arguments in my defense. When I asked them why they  were letting witnesses change their stories from the preliminary hearing, they told me that  the preliminary hearing had nothing to do with the current hearing and that they could not  legally use the records. When I picked up a record myself and tried to look at it, one of  them took it away from me. I then concluded that they were not there to defend me, and I  did what any other man would have done: I stood up and showed them the door. But, to my  great surprise, I learned that the judge could force me to keep them, in spite of my protests.  The most important fact, however, is this: I never killed Morrison and do not know a  thing about it.  There were men on my jury who were not reviewed for the case. There are errors and lies  that are screaming to high heaven for mercy. I know that I, according to the law, am entitled  to a new trial. The fact that the supreme court will not give me one proves that the beautiful  term “equality before the law” is just an empty phrase in Salt Lake City.
	Judge Hilton of Denver, one of the greatest authorities on law, said this: “The decision of  the supreme court surprised me greatly, but the reason why they affirmed the verdict is, I  think, because of the rotten records made by the lower court.”
	In conclusion I wish to state that my criminal record is not quite as bad as people say. I  have only been arrested once in my life, for vagrancy related to a strike in California. I  have always worked hard for a living and paid for everything I got, and I spend my spare  time painting pictures, writing songs, and composing music.
	Now, if the people of the state of Utah want to shoot me without giving me half a chance  to state my side of the case, bring on your firing squads-- I am ready for you. I have lived  like an artist and I shall die like an artist.
	Respectfully yours,
	Joseph Hillstrom
	Eugene Debs, August 20, 1915: Clemency Plea to the Governor
	W. A. P. Ekengren, September 26, 1915: Letter to Governor Spry on behalf of Sweden
	Woodrow Wilson, September 30, 1915: Letter asking to postpone Hill’s execution
	David O. McKay and Governor William Spry: Letters about the Joe Hill Case  These letters are between Governor William Spry and David O. McKay, then an apostle in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. [Both letters changed for easier reading.]
	This is the letter from Elder McKay to the governor (Sept. 30, 1915):
	Dear Governor Spry:
	I must express to you my appreciation of the strong, dignified, and just attitude you kept during  the notorious Hillstrom case.
	I haven't seen you since last March, but I am not going to let the fact that you ignored my plea on that occasion blind me to your virtues as a man and as chief Executive of our state.
	In your determination to maintain the majesty of the law, and to defend, at all hazards, the cause  of Justice, as you have done in this case, you deserve the hearty approval and the admiration of  all law-abiding people.
	Sincerely, your old friend and brother,  David O. McKay.
	This is the governor’s response (Oct. 6, 1915):
	Dear Mr. McKay:
	I received your letter and humbly express my appreciation for your thoughts about what State officials did in the Hillstrom case. While we have been bombarded with the most awful and vicious threats, all we want to do is to make sure that justice wins and that law and order do not get overthrown in this State.
	It is good to know that we have the support of the people, and I wish again to express my personal appreciation of your kindness.
	Link to picture of the original letters: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tcC-VsKZ2DdZMHXQiLK72cUoJ3Vtsgpz/view?usp=sharing
	Frank P. Sibley, November 7, 1915: Letter to Governor Spry
	Photo by Jeremy Harmon, Salt Lake Tribune  Link: https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/letters/letters.html.
	Helen Keller, 1915: Letter to Governor Spry  This letter was sent to Governor Spry by Helen Keller, an American author and disability rights activist who was both deaf and blind. At the time of Joe Hill’s trial, Keller was 35 years old, likely lived in New York, and was a member of the Socialist Party of America.
	William Spry, Governor of Utah.
	I implore your Excellency, in the name of the Saviour of men, to stay [stop] the execution of Joseph Hillstrom. Remember that what we do unto the least of His brothers we do unto Him. Out of my weakness I beseech [ask] you to lift your strong arm in defence of a helpless man who, I believe, is being unjustly sent to a horrible death. Thousands of intelligent people believe Hillstrom is innocent. I shall feel doubly deaf and blind if I learn tomorrow that this young singer has been taken from us while there is widespread doubt of his guilt.  (Written above crossed-out part:) You alone can save him now.
	Helen Keller
	Link: Transcript for telegram from Helen Keller to Governor William Spry of Utah asking for a stay of exec... 1915
	Hilda Erickson, June 22, 1949: Letter to a historian
	Thomas G. Alexander, 2003:
	Utah: The Right Place
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	Bruce Springsteen, performed May 1, 2014: “Joe Hill”
	2015: “A century of grief: The family of John G. Morrison,” and “The Morrison family: A century of pain,” The Salt Lake Tribune
	2015: Joe Hill Murals in Salt Lake City  One union in Salt Lake City decided to put up a mural of Joe Hill. Two of its members, Josh and Heidi Belka, painted it without sharing their ideas first. It had a picture of Hill surrounded by some of his song lyrics, plus some phrases like “Fire Your Boss” and “Murdered by the Capitalist Class.”
	The original mural on the union building
	Then someone (probably another member from the same union) painted over the mural with an  American flag. The union president said that he didn’t know who did it, but that he had worried  that the original mural sent the wrong message. The Belkas later painted a new version of the  mural on another building.
	The Belkas next to the first mural after it  was painted over
	The new mural
	Link to the images and story: https://local.sltrib.com/charts/joehill/mural.html
	Pat Bagley, 2015: “Joe Hill: His Story,”
	The Salt Lake Tribune

